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Sam the hushfire koala to become museum exhibit
PRI TR E R e A

n Australian koala that Prime Minister Kevin Rudd called

a “symbol of hope” during the nation’s deadliest-ever

wildfires will be stuffed and mounted in a museum after
dying in surgery.

Sam was found thirsty and severely burned in February, and
shot to fame when footage of her drinking bottled water of-
fered by a fireman circulated widely on the Internet.

Rudd described her death after surgery for chlamydia-re-
lated cysts as a tragedy, saying she had been a symbol of hope
for many around the world during the deadly Victoria state
blazes which claimed 173 lives.

Victoria Premier John Brumby said the four-year-old mar-
supial was to be stuffed and displayed at Melbourne City's
museum, where the body of legendary racehorse Phar Lap was
also on show.

“The story of Sam will help us to understand and remember
the devastation that the events of February 2009 had on the
people of this state, and their extraordinary determination to
recover and move forward with their lives,” Brumby told the
Herald Sun newspaper.

The museum’s exhibitions director Robyn Hirst said Sam
ought to be preserved, as a “very important image from those
terrible times.”

Footage of helmeted fireman Dave Tree giving Sam water
scored almost 150,000 hits in two days on the video Web
site YouTube, and was shown on TV news bulletins the world
over.

The cuddly marsupial finally gave up the ghost after sur-
gery at the animal shelter where she had been recovering since
February from her burns.

Entire towns were flattened when fire swept through vast
tracts of bushland outside Melbourne. Millions of unique na-
tive animals, including koalas, kangaroos and wombats, were
also estimated to have perished.

Rescuers had hoped to return Sam, who was of an unusual
breed that is fluffier and larger than other koalas, to her home
in the Strzelecki Ranges in southeast Victoria state. (AFP)

In this Feb. 11, 2009 file photo, Sam the koala is treated at the Mountain Ash Wildlife Center in Rawson, Australia. PHOTO: AP
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Bl: The environmental activists circulated thousands of fliers to bring attention to their
campaign.

(RRATLEE ST REBESEAMFITVEE) <)

BIEFMPRE - RERBEHIEA N BERE

%E_Jﬂ OHBBRERROBNEERERENME - KERBERIBERKOFA TBE LERRE

%QBIMQZ‘EEE’EEEW@D ' [ERCHINBIER B EIRIS - MEREEN—B T+ = ARENZFI:
BENSHET Q@%ﬁfﬁtﬂ%kﬁ'ﬁ%aﬂ HEORE -

2 DREERND - MiELLERT  EEURN BRI RENIEL » STIEEBMAMILIBYEE - &)
NETERENFBRD °

ity (RIEXBR) F=om - DS SEERFI THILECES 0 ONF R » ZE8BRMICENE
%G8 LURMBPIE DGR - #Elo ANEOEART] - J

ZBYERERERS - MR - WER HERBIAFILEPHERTE ) » BERIBLGRE T
B o

RREMAN - FEMBicYouTube L - ZREBVEDZERK - EFRIMBEBKOEAMEHI+HS
}UQ R 2B NE LIRS AERANE -

SEARAZHERERTVNSHEZFHRBL - Qﬁ%%’j\ﬁ BHREERI—BTEENE

EEANBEAABAMRANBIBE - MBS ANER - B8 - B ORENHEIMREESEA
NP - BIEHEER - REMARES -

RBEAEARRGSEEMBEDHESH DB RPN LESHEHE - BRI GE - BILEMBERS
% - BRAIBEK - CRR/HE - REB)

T:E/!/JIIEEJ:% REEH—IZHMEPNPES TR KEMNSBERNER [HERE EERE - B

SN

2. perish /'pertf/ .

FeE (sang4 shengl)

Bl Investigators are still trying to figure out how many people perished in the blaze.
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Somebody gives up the ghost if they die. In the article, Sam the koala gave up the
ghost after dying in surgery.
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