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Worshippers surprised by busty temple fairies
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he Land God is old and his vision is
Tdimming. Perhaps he needs some

“eye candy” in the form of busty
women. Bare-breasted fairies can be seen
in many of the murals of the Futeh Tem-
ple in a neighborhood of Hsinpu Town-
ship in Hsinchu County where there are
many rice noodle shops.

Among them, there is a picture of the
legendary pious woman who suckled her
toothless mother-in-law, shown with both
breasts completely exposed. The murals
have provoked differing reactions from
residents of the conservative Hakka
town. Cultural historian Huang Yu-fu com-
plains that the illustrations go against tra-
dition, but painter Liao Fu-chin argues that
they are his artistic creations.

Huang complains that Liao’s paintings
have taken on a bold style in recent years,
and he has altered images of fairies in three
of Hsinpu’s temples, including the Futeh
temple in the rice noodle district, away
from their original dignified and elegant
appearance. Huang says he is rather em-
barrassed when showing tourists around.
He adds jokingly that having this kind of
“eye candy” on show might cause quarrels
between the Land God and his wife.

InfactLiao has painted murals for several
temples in Taoyuan and Hsinchu counties
over the past few years. His controversial
works can be seen in the Kuangho Temple
in central Hsinpu, the entertainment stage
of the Kaitai Temple in Wupu Borough and
various other places, and have often been
a topic of discussion.

The murals in the Futeh Temple in Ssu-
tsuo Borough, where there are many rice
noodle shops, is actually Liao’s earliest-
completed work in Hsinpu. Worship-
pers are welcomed by busty fairies that
cover the temple both inside and out.
Even on the lintel of the front door of the
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main hall, which directly faces images of
the Land God and his wife, there are two
fairies with ample cleavage holding up a
scroll with the words “lucky stars shine all
around.” Besides, the ceiling of the prayer
hall outside the main temple features a
scene from the 24 Paragons of Filial Piety
in which a woman is shown baring her
breasts to suckle her aged mother-in-law,
causing some visitors to look askance.

One 70-year old visitor, Mrs. Liu, remarks
that she breastfed her own children, but
asks, “Who would uncover both breasts
for everyone to look at when feeding her
baby?” And then on the wall of the en-
tertainment stage of the Kaitai Temple in
Wupu Borough there is a painting of an im-
perial concubine coming out of her bath,
in which the concubine leaves very little
to the imagination. People living nearby
confess that they sometimes feel embar-
rassed to look directly at the painting and
would rather not have their children play
near the stage.

Liao argues that temple murals are ar-
tistic creations, and religious images of
naked people can be seen even in stately
churches in other countries, so he thinks
it is not a big deal. Liao says he has been
painting for temples for 36 years. He is
very confident about his ability to paint
the female form, and that is why he has
adopted such a bold style to attract peo-
ple’s attention.

Ssutsuo Borough chief Liu Shih-hsiang,
who was also a member of the committee
for reconstructing the Futeh Temple in
the rice noodle neigborhood, says he did
not know to begin with that the paintings
would be done this way, but that was a
few years ago, and now everyone has got
used to it.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY JULIAN CLEGG)
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TODAY'S WORDS

1.mural /mjursl/ n.
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#l: The kids painted a huge mural on a wall c
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