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Spanish experts discover rare Bruegel painting
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rare, previously unknown work by the 16th century
Flemish master Pieter Bruegel the Elder.

The painting, The Wine of Saint Martin’s Day, is only the
41st known signed work by Bruegel in the world and is
among the largest at 148cm by 271.5cm.

It depicts dozens of people in various states of drunken-
ness, described by the Prado as “a sort of Tower of Babel
composed of wine drinkers.”

The Madrid museum had been restoring the painting
since February and was able to identify it conclusively when
an X-Ray revealed fragments of Bruegel's signature at the
bottom of the canvas.

Bruegel painted it in tempera, a technique he rarely used
joining pigments with an emulsion of water and glue. The
artist more often used oils. The painting was dated at be-
tween 1565 and 1568.

Spanish Minister of Culture Angeles Gonzalez-Sinde said
the discovery was an “exceptional event” as the painting
was shown in public last week for the first time.

According to a report in the daily £/ Pais newspaper, the
ministry is in talks to purchase the Renaissance work from
its unidentified owners for seven million euros (US$9 mil-
lion), as little as a third of its estimated market value.

Restorers in Spain’s Prado museum have revealed a
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Bl Despite using a cheap canvas, the quality of the painting was very good.
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2. Renaissance /rena'sans/ n.
NE&EH (wen? yi4 fud xing1)

Bl: The library is a fine example of Renaissance architecture.
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Prado management declined to give a price.

Gonzalez-Sinde said only that the museum had a chance
to buy it at a “very advantageous price” and every ef-
fort would be made to ensure that the negotiations were
successful.

The owners wanted the painting to be part of a Spanish
public collection rather than allowing it to leave the country
and become part of a private collection, she said.

Pilar Silva, head of the Prado’s Flemish art section, said
the painting needed another nine months of restoration
work. It would be only the second Bruegel to hang at the

Prado after The Triumph of Death. (AFP)
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Spanish Minister of Culture Angeles Gonzalez Sinde presents the
painting The Wine of Saint Martin’s Day by Pieter Bruegel the Elder at
the Prado museum in Madrid, on Sept. 23, 2010. PHOTO: EPA
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3. advantageous /advan‘tedzas/ adj.
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Bl: Hopefully the weather will be advantageous to sailing.

4. restoration /resto’refon/ n.

1E18 (xiu1 fud)

fll: The restoration work should be complete within a couple of months.
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