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iaoli's paddy fields, which were once used only
M for growing rice, have been transformed into can-

vases for expressing love. Yuanli Farmers Associa-
tion has been promoting paddy art for the past nine years,
and now that they have perfected the art, they are accept-
ing requests for customized paddy “paintings.”

Liang Ruei-hsu, the head of Yuanli Farmers Association’s
promotions department, said that most people are curious
when they see the dark mauve color of Indica rice plants,
so by using these plants along with green plants they can
create paddy art and provide employment opportunities
for farmers.

Liang says that the association has become very profi-
cient at paddy art and can provide customized creations,
whether they are signs, characters, pictures or letters.

In June, one man used paddy art to successfully propose
to his girlfriend. Chang Chia-wei, an employee at a paper
company, paid NT$30,000 to get the association to write
the message “Yen Ju, Follow me OK.” When Liao Yen-ju, his
fiancée, saw the rice paddy, she immediately accepted his
proposal in front of a cheering crowd of friends.

1. paddy field /‘pad: fild/ n.
1658 (dao4 tian2)

Bl: The farmers discussed how to irrigate their paddy fields.
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2. character /karakte/ n.
5 (zi4)

Bl: James got some Japanese characters tattooed on his back.
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Paddy art started in 1993, in a village called Inakadate in
northern Japan. Although the village has a population of
less than 8,500, its paddy art attracts 170,000 tourists per
year and brings in a steady stream of income to the local
economy. According to news reports, the management of-
fice makes NT$1.2 million dollars annually from rent, plan-
ting and field maintenance, but visitor donations typically
come in at around double that figure.

To create paddy art, the farmers first make a grid on the
ground and then create an outline of the pictures or words
they want to create, before finally planting the mauve rice
plant seeds. Seeds can be planted twice a year, toward the
end of February and July. ~ (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TALING WU)
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3.donation /do’nefan/ n.

1B (juan1 kuan3)
(IBYEEIIEEROVB <)

4.grid /grid/ n
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Miaoli farmers turn paddy fields into customized art
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An undated photo of a customized paddy art piece created by the
Yuanli Farmers Association for a marriage proposal in June.
PHOTO: CHANG HSUN-TENG
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Bl: The museum relies on donations from the public.

Bl: The town center is a grid of wide streets.
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