SATURDAY, SEPTEMBER 18, 2010

Much to learn for obituary notice writers
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hile we may write many postcards
and letters throughout our lives,
perhaps the hardest thing to write

is an obituary notice. But composing an
obituary notice requires a certain amount
of knowledge and expertise because there
are many rules and traditions that must be
observed.

Since the family lineage that appears on
the obituary notice can be used as a basis for
apportioning the deceased'’s assets, people
might compete to be listed as the eldest
grandson of the deceased. In one case, a
woman had an affair with a married man.
When her father passed away the married
man was listed as his son in law. When the
adulterer’s wife found out, it was neces-
sary to do an emergency reprint of the obitu-
ary notice to destroy this cast iron evidence
of infidelity.

Furthermore, obituary notices should be

1.lineage /linudz/ n.
[M# (xie2 tong3)

restricted to the colors yellow, red and white,
decorated by a simple lotus flower or cru-
cifix. The contents of the notice should not
only invoke memories of the dead person
but also express sorrow about the passing.

It's not advisable to send out too many
obituary notices, and 100 should be enough
for most families. The family of a politician
once sent out over 5,000, setting a record for
obituary notice printing.

While obituary notices are not legally bind-
ing, they can be used as a basis for allocating
the deceased’s assets. Since some Taiwanese
people give male heirs precedence over fe-
males, many members of the older genera-
tion will leave a special inheritance to the
eldest grandson, making the issue of who is
the eldest grandson a matter of special affec-
tion. Generally speaking, the eldest grandson
is the eldest son of the eldest son, and is not
decided by age.
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A funeral home worker surnamed Lin said
that the most absurd case she ever encoun-
tered involved a single woman who was in a
relationship with a married man. Before the
woman'’s father passed away, he treated the
man as his son-in-law, so when it came to
printing the obituary notices, the adulterer
was given the title of son-in-law. Amazingly,
when then adulterer’'s wife found out they
had to reprint all the obituary notices to try
and sweep the matter under the carpet.

The contents of some obituary notices
dispense with tradition altogether. Some
people who are soon to depart may leave
a message to their friends and relatives say-
ing, “Dear friends, it's time for me to take the
next step.” Others have said to their siblings
or spouse, “Let’s continue our relationship in
the next life.”

Some people are willing to spend NT$100
for a personalized obituary notice, which
works out at 10 times the cost of a regular
one. Then there are other people who are
content with simply sending out a text mes-
sage announcing the time and place of the
funeral service.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TAIING WU)
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Left: Print shop owner Chang Chao-chin, explains

the differences between various kinds of obituary

notice on Aug. 13.

Below: Undated picture of a text message notifying

family and friends of a forthcoming funeral service.
PHOTOS: YANG JEOU-YING
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TODAY'S WORDS
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fll: Steve can trace his lineage back to the 18th century.

(LRARHMFILSEM RS +/\tHHC )

2. adulterer /3'daltara/ n.
#BZ&S (tong] jian1 zhe3)

Bl: Allen denied the newspaper allegations that he was an adulterer.
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3. crucifix /’krusa‘fiks/ n.
+5728 (shi2 zi4 jiad)

#l: Lisa has a small tattoo of a crucifix on her shoulder.
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4, inheritance /in’herttens/ n.

B (yi2 chan3)

BI: The family have been arguing over the inheritance for months.
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