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Changhua cobra victims capture attackers, dead or alive
T NERgw) SPhehbe

o people were treated for snake-

I bites at Changhua’s Chang Bing Show

Chwan Memorial Hospital late last
month after they were bitten in two sepa-
rate attacks that took place within one hour
of each other. Coincidentally, both victims
brought the offending snakes to the hospi-
tal, terrifying the medical staff.

A member of the medical team said that
after being bitten by a snake, you should
tell the hospital staff what kind of snake it
was so they can administer the right kind of
antivenom. Most patients make do with de-
scribing their attacker, and it’s very rare for
the actual snake to be brought into the hos-
pital. One of last month’s victims brought in
a dead snake, while the other brought in a
cobra, still very much alive.

At approximately 11am on the day of the

1.sprint /sprint/ v.
&M (chong1 cid)

L R

attacks, the first patient was dropped off at
the hospital by police officers. As soon as the
car door opened, the patient leapt out of the
vehicle and sprinted into the emergency
room with the snake in his hand. As by-
standers watched the snake wriggling and
squirming, they were left wondering why
anyone would consider treating a snake in
the emergency room.

The man said he was working in a field
when he spotted a snake in the grass. Since
he'd caught snakes before, he decided he
would grab it by its neck and then release
it elsewhere. But in a momentary lapse of
concentration, the snake bit him on a fin-
ger of his left hand, and although the pain
was unbearable, he managed to hold on to
the snake. He immediately summoned his
friends for help, who then rushed him to

the hospital on a scooter. On the way they
stopped a police car and asked the officers
for assistance.

Not long after the first patient had arrived,
Changhua County firefighters brought an-
other cobra bite victim to the hospital. The
victim said he was pulling up the weeds
around his house when he spotted a cobra
in the grass. Before he had a chance to
run away, he received a sharp bite on the
forefinger of his right hand. In an act of self-
defense, he grabbed a stick and thrashed
the snake to death. He then put the snake in
a bag and called the firefighters to take him
to hospital.

A doctor on the emergency ward said
that cobra venom is extremely poisonous,
and that bites can lead to death, so anyone
who is bitten by a cobra should immediately
seek medical attention.

There are three kinds of cobras in Taiwan.
One kind has a black belly, another a white,
and a third one has a black and white belly.
Snakes like to rest in cool places away from
the sun, preferably in fields and bamboo for-
ests. It is suggested that people use a stick
to beat the grass and frighten the snakes
when approaching bushes to scare away
these reptiles.
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Left: A cobra which was captured after attacking
a Changhua man is kept in a container at Lum-
ing fire station on Aug. 29. The cobra is still very
active and will prepare to attack when people
approach the container.  PHOTO: CHANG ZONG-QIU
Below: An undated file photo of some cobras in
Changhua County. PHOTO: TANG SHI-MING
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TODAY'S WORDS

SHEF

Bl: | sprinted into the house as soon as it started to rain.

(—FIE TRHWEEES )

2.weed /wid/ n.
S (za2 cao3)

Bl: Graham’s garden is covered with weeds.

(BZETtRRR S HE )

3.thrash /6raf/ .
#8737 (chou1 da3)

Bl: Mike got thrashed across the back by a bamboo cane.

(ZOPBREETI T )

4. venom /'venam/ n.
SR (du2 yed)

Bl: The venom from this snake is only moderately poisonous.
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