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Greece turns to home videos to curb tax evasion

i s 140 R i 9ok 5

will be used in Greece in a never-ending quest against
tax evasion which costs the cash-strapped nation bil-
lions of euros a year.

The Greek finance ministry on Thursday said it would pay
budding filmmakers, including teenagers, up to 5,000 eu-
ros for homemade TV clips “to bolster tax awareness and
deal with tax evasion in Greece.”

The top ten entries, to be aired on national television in
finance ministry campaigns, would be awarded prizes be-
tween 1,000 and 5,000 euros.

Strapped for cash and having recently avoided bank-
ruptcy only thanks to a loan from the European Union and
the International Monetary Fund, the Greek government is
cracking down on hidden wealth.

In recent months, the state has used satellite photog-
raphy to ferret out undeclared swimming pools, and has
repeatedly urged the public to demand receipts for goods

Sales receipts, satellite photos and now home videos

1.budding /'badir/ ad.
ErFEB/ABY (zhan3 lu4 tou?2 jiao3 de5)

Bl: The musical featured some budding young singers.
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2. bolster /'bolsta/ .

D03& (jia1 giang2)

Bl: We need to bolster security around the building.
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and service purchases — a call which many ignore, as unde-
clared transactions are now even cheaper after recent sales
tax hikes.

It has also overhauled the tax system, eliminating special
rates formerly enjoyed by many professionals and even
levying higher sums on the influential Orthodox Church,
but revenue is still falling short of target.

Tax evasion costs the Greek state an estimated 10 billion
euros a year. (AFP)
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Governor of the Bank of Greece, George Provopoulos, right, meets
Greek Prime Minister George Papandreou in Athens on Aug. 19, 2010.
PHOTO: REUTERS
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#: The show was first aired in 1984.
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4.levy /levy .
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Bl: The new tax will be levied on homeowners.
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