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More choice for worshippers as ghost money goes global

globalized — now it appears that even the

afterlife has been unable to resist the
pull of globalization. Worshippers no longer
need to confine themselves to burning the
traditional ghost money printed to look like
New Taiwan dollars. Companies printing ghost
money now offer US dollars, euros, Japanese
yen and Chinese yuan as well as gold nug-
gets and gold bars made of paper, perhaps
indicating that the market for offerings to
the deceased has become more diversified in
response to consumer demand.

A ghost money retailer from Taichung City’s
southern district explained that in recent years
society has undergone rapid changes. Many
innovative products are hitting the markets,
such as the foreign currency ghost money
that is now in production. Although these new
products are two or three times more expen-
sive than regular ghost money, they've gone
down very well with consumers.

The retailer, surnamed Lin, said that a few
years ago ghost money manufacturers came

It’s not just the human world that has been

1. afterlife /‘xftelarf/ n.
BRAE (lai2 sheng?)
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up with the idea of producing replica NT$1,000
notes that could be offered directly to a ghost
to spend in the afterlife. Later on, some manu-
facturers shook up the market by producing
look-alike US dollars, Euros, Japanese Yen and
Chinese yuan. It's even possible to buy five cur-
rencies in one package, giving yet more choice
to the consumer.

But is burning ghost money in foreign cur-
rencies as effective as burning traditional
notes? Lin said ghost money is intended to
be spent in the afterlife, so burning foreign
currency could let the ghost travel overseas,
which is a positive effect.
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Top: A man burns ghost money on Aug. 14.

PHOTO: HUANG SHU-LI, LIBERTY TIMES
Right: A package of ghost money in five currencies,
Japanese yen, Chinese yuan, New Taiwan dollars, US
dollars and euros. PHOTO: LIN LIANG-JHE, LIBERTY TIMES

LB ERERNBTNENRAT  —(IBFIEEEREDH
T - BE : SHERTESE
68 : ERRRET—RESBER  EPREEE - ARY
O™ « ETTEERT

BE : SHERIENES
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SHET

Bl: Theists generally believe in some kind of afterlife.

(BiemEBHBERRE )

2.nugget /nagit/ n.
IR (jin1 kuaid)

Bl: Alarge gold nugget was extracted by a team of miners.
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3. offering />form/ n.
{H&3 (gong4 pin3)

BI: The worshippers made offerings of food, drinks and flowers.

(RAEBLURY) - ARRETE/FRHee - )

4. currency /’kyonsy/ n.
S (huo4 bid)

l: We changed our money into the local currency at the airport.
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