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epal’s only zoo has opened a new “honeymoon suite”
for its two one-horned rhinos in the hope of persuad-
ing the endangered pair to breed for the first time.

Kancha, 20, and 22-year-old Kanchi have lived together
in captivity for most of their adult lives, but have never bred
— something the zoo’s manager Sarita Jnawali attributes to
the quality of their enclosure.

She hopes that their new, much larger home, which fea-
tures mud rather than concrete floors and two large ponds
for them to wallow in, will persuade them to finally start
mating.

“As far as we can tell, Kancha and Kanchi have never
mated,” Jnawali told AFP.

“Before, we didn't have the proper facilities for the rhinos
to breed, and we hope this new enclosure will help us to
increase species numbers.”

Thousands of one-horned rhinos once roamed the plains
of Nepal and northern India, but their numbers have dwin-
dled in recent decades as they have fallen victim to poach-
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Bl: We spotted the buffalo wallowing in a lake.
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Bl Larry's savings have dwindled away.
FEHREEREDS -)

to get horny at Nepal rhino ”
R AE TH

ing and human encroachment on their habitat.

The animal’s horn is highly valued as an aphrodisiac in
China, and a single one can fetch as much as US$4,000 on the
international black market.

Experts say Nepal's rhino population fell dramatically dur-
ing the 10-year Maoist rebellion that ended in 2006, as army
guards stationed in wildlife reserves to deter poachers left
to fight the rebels.

Only around 435 remain in Nepal, Jnawali said. (AFP)
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Nepalese one-horned rhinoceroes Kancha, left, and Kanchi, right,
stand at the central zoo at Jawalakhel in Kathmandu on Aug. 13, 2010.
PHOTO: AFP
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3. aphrodisiac /xfro'diziek/ n.
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Bl: We visited a market selling traditional aphrodisiacs.
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4, poacher /potfa/ n.
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Bll: Police arrested a group of poachers during a hunt.
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