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Mom gets inked to save rebellious daughter
ANy STV EIPUIE s

row thanks to an unconventional parenting strategy used by her mother. In a show
of solidarity with her daughter, the woman went through the pain of getting a
tattoo for herself, and now the daughter is beginning to turn her life around.

The daughter, identified only as “Hsiao-rou,” turned 18 this year. She got her first tattoo
when she was still in the sixth grade of elementary school, and was always running away
from home. She ordered an assault in which the victim was seriously injured, and while
other students were in class or sitting exams, Hsiao-rou was at juvenile court.

But now those dark days are all in the past, and Hsiao-rou has recently signed a letter
of agreement to remove her tattoo, saying to her mother, “You are the trendiest mother |
know.”

Although Hsiao-rou has been a problem child, her mother never abandoned her, and
instead always tried to understand what was going on inside her daughter’s head. She not
only accompanied Hsiao-rou to juvenile court, she also played pool and other sports with
her. But the ultimate show of solidarity came two years ago, when the mother got a tattoo
on her right arm to show that the two women belonged in the same camp.

Before getting the tattoo, Hsiao-rou’s mother thought a tattoo was just a picture on
the skin and wouldn’t hurt much, but after getting it done she realized that it is a painful
process and that young people get tattoos to make them feel individual and give them
more confidence. Hsiao-rou is a hereditary diabetic. When her mom first saw the tattoo,
it didn’t immediately occur to her that her daughter had “become a bad girl.” Instead she
felt guilty and became concerned for her daughter’s health.

After all she’s done down the years, Hsiao-rou realizes what she has put her mother
through, and has finally started to change her rebellious ways. She now has a hairdress-
ing qualification and in future intends to go back to school then work as a makeup artist for
brides. Hsiao-rou’s mother is delighted with the change.

A few weeks ago, Hsiao-rou enrolled herself in a tattoo removal event jointly organ-
ized by Kaohsiung Juvenile Court and Kaohsiung Chang Gung Memorial Hospital, which
is where her mother revealed the tear-jerking story to parents, court officials and medical
staff. Once again, Hsiao-rou was moved to say, “My mom is the trendiest mom | know.”
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a tattooed former teenage rebel has been brought back onto the straight and nar-
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1. solidarity /sale’deraty/ n.
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Bll: The students expressed their solidarity with the striking workers.
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2. hereditary /ha'reds,terr/ adj.

SEEEBY (yi2 chuan2 xiang4 de5)

BI: No one knows if the disease is hereditary or acquired.
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3.rebellious /rr'beljas/ adj.
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Bl Jerry had a rebellious streak when he was younger.
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Above: Hsiao-rou, right, and her mother show off their tattoos in Kaohsiung on July 31.
Left: Hsiao-rou, left, and her mother walk hand in hand in Kaohsiung on July 31.
PHOTOS: WANG RONG-HSIANG, LIBERTY TIMES
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straight and narrow
TBRRESFE

If somebody is on the straight and narrow, they conduct themselves prop-
erly and lawfully. According to the article, Hsiao-rou has got herself back on
the straight and narrow after a rebellious childhood.
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