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After five years, woman makes the cut for cancer patients
BRI R PR AR R

Q woman who let her hair grow for five years has finally had it cut, donating the hair to a

hospital to be made into wigs for cancer patients who have lost theirs during treatment.
Hsu Shu-ting, 26, made the decision to let her hair grow out during a visit to a cancer
ward at the Buddhist Tzu-Chi General Hospital when she was in her third year at university. On
the ward she saw patients who had lost their hair during chemotherapy, but the price of a wig
made from human hair would have set them back at least NT$6,000.

Hsu prefers to have short hair, but she deliberately let it grow for five years without trimming,
dying or perming it. On top of that, she spent NT$600 per week to wash it at a salon, eventually
spending almost NT$100,000 on her 95cm-long thigh-length hair.

Hsu said she was surprised that the hair weighed as little as 189g, but that serves as a reminder
that her burden over the years has been nothing compared to the suffering of the cancer pa-
tients. She has already resolved to let her hair grow for another five years, and will continue to do
so until her hair quality is no longer good enough to make wigs.

Coincidentally, 50 years ago Hsu's mother, Chen Su-jen, also let her grow for five years, before
donating it to an aunt who then made a wig out of the hair. The aunt cherished this unusual gift
until she passed away 40 years later.

Hsu said that due to its prodigious length, her choice of hairstyle was limited to either a po-
nytail or a braid, and in the summer she would suffer from the heat of the accumulated hair.
Washing the hair also became increasingly troublesome and could sometimes take up to an
hour, leaving her sore around the neck and waist. She asked the hospital if it was OK to cut it on
numerous occasions, but they always asked her to wait until it reached her thighs.

Despite the hardships, as she held the mass of hair in her hands, Hsu said she still felt a little
sad to let go of it. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TALJING WU)
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Hsu Shu-ting poses in a Taichung salon before cutting her 95cm-long hair, left, and holding her cut off hair,
above, in these Aug. 6 photos. PHOTOS: SU MENG-CHUAN, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. chemotherapy /kimo'6eropr/ n. 3. numerous /‘'numarss/ adj.
LB (hua4 xue2 zhi4 liao2) RZH (zhong4 duo1 de5)
Bl Sally is still recovering from her course of chemotherapy. Bl: We have had numerous discussions with Troy about his punctuality.
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2. perm /p3m/ v. 4. hardship /‘hardfip/ n.
Y& (tang4 fa3) ZREH (ian1 nan2)
Bl Jeff shouldn’t have permed his hair. Bl: Phyllis suffered years of hardship to raise her three children.
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