T
i

SATURDAY, AUGUST 7, 2010

Amateur toy maker turns used straws into Insects
S ERDUSRKAER 5 B ek

years turning used drinking straws into toy insects, has

taught himself how to create over 100 kinds of insect-
shaped toys, from a praying mantis to a beetle. He can also
fashion toy cars out of used Tetra Pak cartons.

A straw can be more than just a straw, and once Lee Chun-
hsing adds a dash of his creativity, a simple straw can be
transformed into a life-like insect. With his skilled fingers,
Lee knows how to make at least 100 kinds of insect, from the
praying mantis, with a complicated structure, to a scarab.

Lee, 48, was born to a poor family and grew up making his
own toys. He majored in electronics, but away from the office
he always liked to put his dexterous hands to good use.
About 20 years ago he learned how to make ribbon flowers as
well as how to weave, then 10 years ago he bought a couple
of toy shrimp made of straws. The toys looked far from real-
istic so he took them apart and then reassembled them to
make them look better. From that day on, he has used his free
time to study the structure of insects from illustrated books
and then create life-like straw insects.

Lee is also skilled at making paper silhouettes and his
postcards once won him an award in a national competition.
He says that the amount of straws that we throw away after
using them only once is unbelievable. They don’t decompose
and produce dioxin when burned, so it's environmentally
friendly to recycle them into toys.

Lee says that he makes the insects using traditional weav-
ing techniques, and can make an insect just by pressing, cut-
ting, folding, setting and gluing.

Q n award-winning amateur toy maker who has spent

He has also turned his hand to making toys out of Tetra Pak Lee Chun-hsing holds up some of his drinking straw insects, left,
cartons and can make pen holders, toy cars, trucks and trail- ~ some of Lee’s creations displayed on a piece of wood, above, and
ers out of empty aluminum foil boxes. He has recently started toy vehicles made from Tetra Pak cartons, below, pictured in
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experimenting with making caravans.

He has also put solar cells on his Tetra Pak cars, and after
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1.dash /d&j/ n. 3. weave /wiv/ .

DFF (shao2 xu3) i (bian1 zhi1)

#l: Add a dash of pepper to the soup to bring out the flavor. Bl: We watched as the villagers weaved a basket for us.
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2. dexterous /‘deckstros/ adj. 4.reassemble /rio’sembl/ v.

Z1567 (ling2 giao3 des) SBHTEEC (chong2 xin1 zhuang peid)

Bl: Des became less dexterous as he grew older. Bl: The piano was taken apart then reassembled inside the apartment.
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