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Giant, dog-sized rat documented in East Timor
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rats the size of small dogs which were discovered in a remote East Timor-
ese cave.

Ken Aplin of the Commonwealth Scientific and Research Organization (CSIRO)
said the rats, detailed in the Bulletin of the American Museum of Natural History
this week, grew up to 6kg — nearly the size of an adult Jack Russell.

The remains of the super-rats, three times the size of the largest living species,
were among 13 types of rodents discovered during years of research in East
Timor.

Aplin told AFP the rats lived there until 1,000 to 2,000 years ago, and were likely
wiped out by changes in agricultural practices and habitat clearance.

“Large-scale clearing of forest for agriculture probably caused the extinctions,
and this may have only been possible following the introduction of metal tools,”
said Aplin.

He said it was “a difficult sell, protecting rats,” but that the finds are a reminder
of the importance of conserving rodents.

“Rodents make up 40 percent of mammalian diversity worldwide and are a key
element of ecosystems, important for processes like soil maintenance and seed
dispersal,” he said.

The largest living rats weigh around 2kg and live in rainforests in the Philip-
pines and Papua New Guinea.

Aplin was optimistic that at least one undiscovered rat species might still be
living in East Timor, much of which is mountainous and inaccessible.

“Although less than 15 percent of Timor’s original forest cover remains, parts
of the island are still heavily forested, so who knows what might be out there?”
he said. (AFP)

Q ustralian archaeologists have documented the remains of ancient giant

Top right: A combo photo released by CSIRO shows the entire skull of a common black rat, right,
and the much larger incomplete skull of an extinct Timorese giant rat.
Above: An undated handout photo released by CSIRO compares the upper tooth rows of an ex-
tinct Timorese giant rat, left, with the entire skull of a common black rat.
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1.remote /r'mot/ adj.

{RI=BY (pian1 yuan3 deb5)

BlI: The hikers got lost in a remote part of the forest.
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2.rodent /rodnt/ n.

ZeFENYD (nie4 chi3 dong4 wu4)

Bl: The professor delivered a talk on rodent diversity.
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3. ecosystem /‘iko,sistam/ n.

HRESRHFE (sheng tai4 xi4 tong3)

Bl: The construction project has destroyed a number of small ecosystems.
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4. mountainous /‘mauntnas/ adj.

ZUBY (duo1 shant de5)

Bl: The troops marched for days through mountainous terrain.
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