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Tails are up at Taiwan's first canine sperm bhank
HERNME MUK 8UTH

og hotels and dog hairdressers are
Dalready well established, but a new

service for the nation’s pampered
pooches, the country’s first canine sperm
bank, is sure to set a few chins — and tails
— wagging.

At the Taipei franchise of the American-
owned International Canine Semen Bank,
doggie sperm is routinely extracted and
then frozen in liquid nitrogen so it can be
used for artificial insemination years or even
decades later. But dog lovers should take
note — this high-end canine service is more
expensive than the human equivalent.

The Taiwan branch of the International
Canine Semen Bank opened its doors earlier
this year. Yang Chuan-yi, a technician at the
clinic, says that the service has been avail-
able in the US for over 40 years and that so
far more than 50 dogs have deposited their
semen at the Taiwan branch. The major-
ity of the dogs belong to private owners,
with the remainder coming from profes-
sional breeders that wish to preserve special
breeds of dog.

There are many reasons to keep a pet’s
semen. An owner of a nine-year-old male
Labrador found a perfect match for his
hound, but the female was too young to
breed. Calculating that the male would be
too old to mate with the matching female
by the time she reached breeding age, the
owner decided to collect its semen for fu-
ture use. Some owners save their dogs se-
men before neutering it, while others want
to create a “backup” in case their pet passes
away unexpectedly.

The semen bank technicians say the best
time to collect a dog’s semen is before it
turns five years old. The semen is then kept
in liquid nitrogen at -196°C, in much the
same way as human umbilical cord blood is
preserved. The procedure isn't cheap, with
the collection procedure costing around

NT$10,000, plus an annual fee of NT$3,600.
For human sperm collection, a private clinic
in Taiwan charges about NT$6,000 for the
first year of storage, which includes the fee
for the medical check up, while some hospi-
tals charge as little as NT$3,500.

Yang says it takes about 10 minutes to
collect the semen, with big dogs capable
of producing as much as 15ml, whereas
smaller ones can struggle to produce just
2ml. The collection procedure involves the
vet massaging the dog’s genitals while a
special contraption is attached to the ani-
mal’s penis to simulate a female.

Yang says shy dogs are sometime unable
to produce a sample in an unfamiliar envi-
ronment, whereas ferocious dogs are sent
to play with a bitch in heat to let off steam
before starting the collection.

Besides sperm banks, other novel serv-
ices that today’s pets can avail themselves
of include body massages and custom-
ized health food products. Mei Kuo-hua,
a spokesman for the China Productivity
Center (CPC), a body that represents small
and medium-sized businesses, says there
are 18 people who hold the international
pet massage certificate and who currently
ply their trade in veterinarian clinics and pet
beauty parlors.

Wang Pei-hsien, a pet masseuse, says
dogs are allowed to choose the scent they
like, which is then mixed in aloe essence
and used during the massage sessions. Mas-
sage not only helps the animal to relax, but
also relieves the pain from joint problems
brought on by old age.

One massage session for a small dog lasts
20 minutes and costs NT$300, while it's 40
minutes and NT$600 for big dogs. Since
the service was launched at one pet beauty
parlor, five to six dogs have already become
regular clientele. (LIBERTY TIMES,

TRANSLATION AND ADDITIONAL REPORTING BY TAIJING WU)
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Above: A dog stands next to a jar used for preserving canine semen in liquid nitrogen in this photo taken on

July 8, 2010.

Left: A woman holds a device that contains canine semen at a press conference organized by the International

Canine Semen Bank in Taipei on July 8, 2010.
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