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A mega-star 1s born — and here's how
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astronomers have drawn back the veil on one

of the mysteries of the universe to confirm a key
theory about the formation of massive stars, the journal
Nature reported last week.

Images obtained by NASA's orbital Spitzer Space Tele-
scope and from a ground-based European telescope
showed a dusty disc closely encircling a newly-born but
huge star.

It is the first direct evidence that very large stars —
those with masses at least 10 times that of the Sun — are
born in the same way as their smaller brethren, from a
disk-shaped cloud of dust and gas.

A competing theory was that massive stars were formed
from smaller stars that merged.

“This is the first time we could image the inner regions
of the disc around a massive young star,” said Stefan
Kraus of the European Southern Observatory.

U sing powerful telescopes peering into deep space,
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“Our observations show that formation works the same
for all stars, regardless of mass.”

The astronomers looked at a large star known as IRAS
13481-6124, about 20 times the mass of the Sun, located
about 10,000 light years away in the constellation of
Centaurus. (AFP)
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Bl: The rioters were encircled by a well-coordinated police operation.
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Bl: We must do everything we can to help our brethren.
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Bil: The telescope brought back images from a distant constellation.
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This handout image released by the European Southern Observa-
tory (ESO) shows a massive baby star. The image was obtained by
NASA’s orbital Spitzer Space Telescope and from a ground-based
European telescope. PHOTO: AFP/ESO/SPITZER/S.KRAUS

BUMEANCHRRNERENR LR (MEEE) - ZXBHEEMA

MEZETNEPNLLEAZERE - REVTENAN S =ROE -
B+ AL/ BNERENG / SIVE /S - 4

LANGUAGE POINT

BEHE

draw back the veil
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If you draw back the veil on something, you reveal it. According to the ar-
ticle, the scientists revealed the answer to a question that had been puzzling
them for a long time. The word “reveal” can trace its etymology to the Latin
word “revelare” which literally means to draw back a veil.
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