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Applause greets solar eclipse on Easter Island
Hihils "REIHE

which have guarded Easter Island for thousands of
years as a solar eclipse plunged them into darkness
in the middle of the day.

“It was like being in the stadium at night with artificial
light. It was like being in a dark room with a 10 watt bulb,”
local official Francisco Haoa told AFP.

The remote island, some 3,500km from the Chilean main-
land, has been flooded with thousands of stargazers wait-
ing with bated breath for the rare four minute, 41
second eclipse.

“Everyone applauded. We saw a luminous object near
here and people started saying that they were sure it was a
UFO,” added Haoa.

Easter Island and its mysterious huge statues were

Q pplause echoed around the silent, strange statues
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1. eclipse /r'klps/ n.
BHE (4 shi2)

touted by astronomers as the best place to view the total
eclipse which arched its way eastwards across the Pacific on
Sunday.

“Many people were happy because in China (where there
was a solar eclipse two years ago), there was bad weather.
But here you can see it completely,” added Haoa. (AFP)
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View of Moais — stone statues of the Rapa Nui culture — during
the solar eclipse on Easter Island, 3500km off the Chilean coast in the
Pacific Ocean, on July 11, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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LANGUAGE POINT
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wait with bated breath

#l: Spectators were warned not to look directly at the solar eclipse.
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2. luminous /lumanas/ adj.

3§/ (fal guangl deb)
Bl The luminous clock was still visible after we turned off the lights.
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3. astronomer /3'stranama/ n.
RMEZZ (tian1 wen2 xue2 jial)

l: lan attended a conference for amateur astronomers.
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If someone is waiting with bated breath, they are waiting in excited expectation
for something. According to the article, the stargazers waited with bated breath

Merchant of Venice.

for the eclipse. The expression was first used by Shylock in Shakespeare’s The
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