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Antique Turkish grenade found n Jerusalem walls
MR i 5 St PR S B A T

lem’s Old City were almost blown away by a surprising

discovery — a 100-year-old Ottoman hand grenade hid-
denin a crevice.

The device, which contained more than 200g of explo-
sives, was discovered as archaeologists were replacing a
damaged stone near the Damascus Gate, the Israel Antiqui-
ties Authority said in a statement.

“The stone was partially crushed and someone probably
chose it as a place to hide the hand grenade,” said Yoram
Saad, a senior official at the authority.

The Ottomans, who ruled the Holy Land until 1917, built
the massive fortified walls that currently ring the Old City.

“In view of its metallic shape and its strange location, po-
lice sappers were summoned to the site, and after examin-

Israeli archaeologists renovating the walls of Jerusa-

1.renovate /rena,vet/ v.

ENFT (fan1 xin1)

fi: The villa is due to be renovated next year.
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2. crevice /’krevis/ n.

2 (lied feng4)

Bl The keys slipped into a crevice and disappeared.
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3. fortified /‘fortsfard/ adj.
D0388Y (jia1 giang2 des)

Bl: The soldiers were unable to penetrate the fortified building.
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ing it they confirmed that this was indeed a grenade dating
to the Ottoman period and that it contained 200-300g of
explosives,” the statement said.

“The sappers removed the grenade and carried out a con-
trolled detonation,” it said. (AFP)
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A handout picture released by Israel Antiquities Authority on July 7,
2010 shows the place where Israeli archaeologists who were renovat-
ing the walls of Jerusalem’s Old City found a 100-year-old Ottoman
hand grenade hidden in a crevice. PHOTO: AFP
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blown away

If something blows you away it causes you great surprise. According to the
article, the archaeologists were blown away by the the discovery of the hand
grenade. In this context, the idiom has a double meaning as blown away also
means to be destroyed in an explosion.

Example: “ was completely blown away by the piano recital.”
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