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Ponytail for men gets the chop in Iran
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ran’s culture ministry has given its blessing to a number of

“Islamic” haircuts for men, with ponytails failing to make

the list, the ILNA news agency reported on Monday.

ILNA and other agencies carried pictures of mostly clean-
shaven male models sporting short hair, some styled with
gel, in a journal of Iranian hairstyles approved by the Minis-
try of Culture and Islamic Guidance.

“The proposed styles are inspired by Iranians’ complex-
ion, culture and religion, and Islamic law,” said Jaleh Kho-
dayar, who is in charge of a “Modesty and Veil Festival” later
this month where they are to be promoted.

“We are happy that the Islamic Republic of Iran’s govern-
ment has backed us in designing these hairstyles,” she said,
adding that a catalogue of haircuts for men would soon be
published.

Iranian police carry out regular morality crackdowns, ar-
resting and warning women in figure-hugging short coats
and flimsy headscarves as well as men sporting spiky hair
and tight, low-slung jeans.

The Islamic veil is mandatory in Iran, which has sought to

1. ponytail /ponitel/ n.
TEEEM (ma2 wei3 bian4)

Bll: Chris cut off his ponytail as soon as he left university.
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2. complexion /ksm’plekfan/ n.
B (ful sed)

Bl The police are looking for a man with short hair and a pale complexion.
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keep defiant urban youths properly covered since the estab-
lishment of the Islamic republic over 30 years ago.

Several barber shops have reportedly been shut down
and penalized in recent years for offering “decadent West-
ern cuts.”

Conservative clerics have called for firmer action against
people wearing un-Islamic dress, and hardline President
Mahmoud Ahmadinejad came under fire last month for
expressing opposition to a tough police crackdown on im-
modest attire.

(AFP)
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3.flimsy /flimzy/ adj.
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An official describes appropriate hairstyles for men at an official hair-
style show in Tehran on July 5, 2010. PHOTO: REUTERS
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Bl: Natasha arrived at the party wearing a flimsy blouse and short skirt.
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4. decadent /‘dskadant/ adi.
FESRRBRERY (duod luo4 tui fei4 des)
Bl Rick is counting the cost of his decadent lifestyle.
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