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Japanese hot dog champ arrested at New York event
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Kobayashi was arrested on Sunday after an altercation
at the premier hot dog munching contest in New York.

“He was taken in custody for disrupting the Nathan’s hot
dog eating contest,” a New York Police Department spokes-
woman told AFP.

“He has been charged with resisting arrest, trespassing,
and OGA (obstructing governmental administration),” she
added.

Kobayashi, a six-time winner of the annual competition
who did not compete in this year’s contest amid a contrac-
tual row with the organizers, reportedly tried to storm the
stage as his arch-rival was crowned the victor.

Earlier in the week the 32-year-old told Japan’s Kyodo
News that he still hoped to take part in the chomp-off, which
he said “holds a very special place in my heart.”

But he objected to an exclusivity clause stipulated by
the organizer that would have prevented him from par-
ticipating in future competitive eating events without its
permission.

Kobayashi's absence helped his fierce rival, American
Joey “Jaws” Chestnut, to extend a three-year winning streak,
scoffing 54 hot dogs.

“If he was a real man he would be on the stage,” Chestnut
said after his stomach-churning feat in temperatures soaring
above 32°C.

J apanese competitive eating champion Takeru “Tsunami”
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Bl The police were called to break up an altercation outside a bar.
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I Hundreds of fans stormed the stage at the end of the performance.
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Kobayashi dominated the annual competition, held in
Coney Island in New York’s Brooklyn borough and broadcast
live on US sports channel ESPN, for six years in a row from
2001.

But Chestnut squeezed him into second place in 2007,
2008 and in 2009, when he defeated 18 competitors by
putting away a record 68 hot dogs and buns in 10 minutes.

Kobayashi still retains various records from other compe-
titions, including eating 57 cow brains in 15 minutes and 41
lobster rolls in 10 minutes.

The Nathan’s hot dog eating contest requires contestants
to eat as many hot dogs, buns included, as possible in 10
minutes without vomiting.

This year a total purse of US$20,000 was up for grabs.

(AFP)
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Six-time hot dog eating contest champion Takeru Kobayashi, second
right, of Japan, is taken into custody by New York police officers after
he jumped on stage at the end of the hot dog eating contest in New
York’s Coney Island on July 4, 2010. PHOTO: AP
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B: Rex was crowned world table tennis champion after winning the final.
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Bl: The contract stipulates that staff must be paid for working overtime.
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