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Virgin Mary holy water a scam say police
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ital device he claimed could transform tap water
into holy water is facing fraud charges, Seoul police
announced.

They said the professor claimed to have digitally captured
the supposed curative powers of holy water on devices that
he sold to more than 5,000 people for a total profit of nearly
1.7 billion won (US$1.3 million).

Eight other people including the professor’'s wife and
brother-in-law face charges for manufacturing and selling
the devices, an officer heading the investigation told AFP on
condition of anonymity.

Police said the 53-year-old professor claimed he obtained
holy water from the shrine to the Virgin Mary at Lourdes
— a world-famous Catholic pilgrimage site in France — and
preserved its supposed healing powers in digital form.
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He claimed to be able to digitally transfer those powers
onto ceramic and paper filters and plastic cards used in wa-
ter purifiers.

He and his associates allegedly told customers that dif-
ferent devices cured different illnesses including diabetes
and tumors, but police say his claims don’t hold water.

The professor sold the ceramic filters, which cost 1,500
won in stores, for 40,000 won (US$33). Filters for insulin
and cancer treatments sold for 90,000 won (US$73). (AFP)
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#l: Hundreds of worshippers offered prayers at the shrine.
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2. associate /o'sofet/ n.
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%l | went for lunch with some business associates.
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3.insulin /msalin/ n.
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Bl: Mitch has to take regular insulin injections.
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The statue of the Madonna of Fatima is pictured at the Chapel of the
Apparitions in Fatima’s Sanctuary on May 12, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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not hold water
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If a theory, idea or story doesn’t hold water it appears to be untrue. Accord-
ing to the article, the professor’s claim that his “holy water” can cure diabetes
or tumors does not hold water.

Example: “The defendant’s story didn’t hold water with the jury.”
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