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Theater
A kindergarten teacher and an insurance 
salesman fall in and out of love with each 
other again and again as they struggle for 
a way out in The Dying Fish (魚) by 
Flyinggroup Theatre (飛人集社劇團). The 
play features actors and shadow puppets 
designed by theater veteran Shih Pei-yu 
(石佩玉).
■ Guling Street Avant-Garde Theatre (牯嶺

街小劇場), 2, Ln 5, Guling St, Taipei City (台北

市牯嶺街5巷2號)
■ Tonight at 7:30pm, tomorrow at 2:30pm, 
7:30pm and Sunday at 2:30pm
■ Tickets are NT$400, available through NTCH 
ticketing or online at www.artsticket.com.tw

China’s celebrated comedian Zhao 
Benshan (趙本山) leads a group of 
renowned errenzhuan (二人轉) artists 
including Xiao Shenyang (小沈陽) for a 
night featuring a performance style that is 
all the rage in China. Errenzhuan is a folk 
art from northeast China that involves 
storytelling, singing, dancing and 
clowning about.
■ Sun Yat-sen Memorial Hall (國父紀念館), 
505, Renai Rd Sec 4, Taipei City (台北市仁愛

路四段505號)
■ Tomorrow at 7:30pm
■ Tickets are NT$900 to NT$8,800,  
available through ERA ticketing or online at  
www.ticket.com.tw

The eight-member Stand-up Gang  
(站立幫) is staging stand-up comedy gigs 
inspired by otaku subculture at the newly 
relocated Comedy Club for four 
consecutive nights.
■ Comedy Club, 20, Ln 553, Zhongxiao E Rd 
Sec 4, Taipei City (台北市忠孝東路四段553巷
20號). Tel: (02) 2369-3730
■ Tonight and tomorrow at 8pm, Sunday  
at 7:30pm
■ Tickets are NT$300, and NT$270 in advance 
(includes one drink), available at the door or 
through tickets.books.com.tw

In Firefly Theatre’s (螢火蟲劇團) The 
Judgment (2012末日大審判), a civil 
servant is taken to court after he is accused 
of being mad. In the courtroom, he meets a 
hotdog-licking woman, a neurotic 
homosexual and an old woman who is 
addicted to sex. The only thing missing is 
the judge. This play is not suitable for 
children under the age of 12.
■ Chiayi Performing Arts Center (嘉義縣表演

藝術中心演藝廳), 265, Jianguo Rd Sec 2, 
Minsyong Township, Chiayi County (嘉義縣

民雄鄉建國路二段265號)
■ Tomorrow at 7:30pm, Sunday at 2:3pm
■ Tickets are NT$200, available  
through NTCH ticketing or online at  
www.artsticket.com.tw

Classical music 

International Chopin Festival 
(20X10蕭邦CHOPIN國際音樂節) presents 
Grammy-winning American pianist Garrick 
Ohlsson performing a selection of 
impromptus, ballades and mazurkas by 
Chopin. Ohlsson will perform a second 
concert on Thursday as part of the TSMC 
“Xin Zhu” Art Festival — Wang 

Yujua Piano Recital (台積”心築”藝術季 
— 王羽佳鋼琴獨奏會).
■ Wednesday at 7:30pm (Taipei) and 
Thursday at 7:30pm (Tainan)
■ National Concert Hall, Taipei City and 
Tainan Municipal Cultural Center 
Performance Hall (台南市立文化中心演藝廳), 
332, Jhonghua E Rd Sec 3, Tainan City (台南

市中華東路三段332號) 
■ Tickets are NT$600 to NT$4,500 (Taipei) 
and NT$600 to NT$2,400 (Tainan), available 
through ERA ticketing or online at www.
ticket.com.tw. Also available before the day 
of the performance through 7-Eleven ibon, 
Family Mart (全家) FamiPort and Hi-Life  
(萊爾富) Life-ET kiosks

Lost in Wonderland (兒童樂園) is part of 
an ongoing series of concerts designed 
especially for children organized by the 
Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra chamber 
group (台北愛樂室內樂坊). The concert 
presents Chen Yi-chun (陳奕君) on piano.
■ Sunday at 4:30pm 
■ Taipei Philharmonic Orchestra and 
Maestro Henry Mazer Music and Culture  
(台北愛樂暨梅哲音樂文化館), B1, 7 Jinan Rd 
Sec 1, Taipei City 濟南路一段7號B1) 
■ Tickets are NT$250, available  
through NTCH ticketing or online at  
www.artsticket.com.tw 

La Peintre, Yu-Lin (畫魂), an opera about 
legendary female painter Pan Yu-liang (潘玉
良), who broke away from the constraints of 
traditional Chinese society to establish 
herself as a artist in Paris, was written and 
scored by National Award for Arts winners 
Wang An-chi (王安祈) and Chian Nan-chang 
(錢南章). The opera is directed by Juliette 
Deschamps and conducted by Yip Wing-sie 
(葉詠詩). It will be performed by the National 
Symphony Orchestra (國家交響樂團) and 
Taipei Philharmonic Chorus (台北愛樂合唱
團) and boasts some of Taiwan’s top operatic 
talent on the bill. 
■ Thursday at 7:30pm, July 8 and July 9 at 
7:30pm, July 10 at 2:30pm 
■ National Theater, Taipei City
■ Tickets are NT$500 to NT$3,000,  
available through NTCH ticketing or online 
at www.artsticket.com.tw

Contemporary
The Taipei International Jazz Festival 
kicks off this weekend with a pair of outdoor 
performances at Taipei Water Park (台北自來
水園區) near Gongguan MRT Station (公館捷
運站). Taipei-based combo Afternoon 
Tree (午後之樹) takes the stage tonight. 
Tomorrow features the Dan Whieldon 
Quartet, an up-and-coming group  
from the UK with a female vocalist. For  
more information on the festival visit  
www.taipeijazz.com/2010TIJS-en.
■ Taipei Water Park (台北自來水園區), 1 
Siyuan St, Taipei City (台北市思源街1號)
■ Shows start at 7pm tonight and tomorrow
■ No admission fee

Legacy Taipei, located in a former 
warehouse at Huashan 1914 Creative Park  
(華山1914), hosts top Taiwanese pop 
performers and international acts. Singapor-
ean star Olivia Ong (王儷婷), who sings pop 
standards a la Carol King, appears tomorrow 
night [see Highlight]. Anthony Wong (黃耀

明) headlines a group of performers 

representing Hong Kong pop label People 
Mountain People Sea on Sunday. On 
Wednesday catch Taiwan’s king of rock, Wu 
Bai (伍佰), and China Blue in concert to 
promote their new DVD.
■ Huashan 1914 Creative Park (華山1914), 
Center Five Hall (中五館), 1, Bade Rd Sec 1, 
Taipei City (台北市八德路一段1號)
■ Shows start at 8pm tomorrow, 7pm on 
Sunday, 8pm on Wednesday 
■ Entrance fee is from NT$700 to NT$1,000 
tomorrow (section seating), NT$1,500 on 
Sunday and NT$1,200 on Wednesday 
(NT$900 in advance). Tickets available 
through ERA ticketing outlets, online at 
www.ticket.com.tw or www.legacy.com.tw 
and at 7-Eleven ibon kiosks

Tonight The Wall (這牆) hosts singer 
Dennis Sun (孫自佑), a past winner from 
the One Million Star (超級星光大道) pop idol 
show. Tomorrow night it’s baroque indie-
pop band The Tic Tac and 13 (拾參樂團). 
Indie-electro pop group Soft Ears (軟耳朵) 
plays on Sunday. Tuesday’s program features 
two post-rock groups from abroad: Lymbyc 
Sytym of the US and Lite of Japan.
■ B1, 200, Roosevelt Rd Sec 4, Taipei City  
(台北市羅斯福路四段200號B1).  

Tel: (02) 2930-0162. On the Net:  
www.thewall.com.tw 
■ 8pm tonight, 7pm tomorrow, 8pm  
on Sunday and Tuesday
■ Entrance fee is NT$500 tonight, NT$400 
tomorrow, NT$300 Sunday and NT$1,100 
(NT$800 in advance) on Tuesday. Tickets 
can be purchased online at www.thewall.
com.tw or tickets.books.com.tw

Indie-folk singer Huang Jie (黃玠) takes the 
stage tonight at Witch House (女巫店). 
■ 7, Ln 56, Xinsheng S Rd Sec 3, Taipei City 
(台北市新生南路三段56巷7號). Tel: (02) 2362-
5494. On the Net: www.witchhouse.org 
■ Performances start at 9:30pm. Restaurant/
bar with queer/feminist bookstore and large 
collection of board games open 11am to 
midnight Sundays through Wednesdays; 
11am to 1am Thursdays through Saturdays 
■ Entrance fee for music shows is NT$300 

Riverside Cafe (河岸留言) tonight hosts 
Tango Negro (黑探戈), which brings an 
Argentinean mood to the house. Tomorrow 
it’s a pair of pop-minded singer-songwriters: 
Iris Lin (林綾) and Europa Huang (黃建

為). Sunday features pop-rap outfit Cool 
Silly (傻酷樂團) and rock band Havens (黑
凡斯). Monday is the venue’s weekly open 
jam. On Thursday Oli Band opens for  
alt-rock group Neon.
■ B1, 2, Ln 244, Roosevelt Rd Sec 3, Taipei City 
(台北市羅斯福路三段244巷2號B1), next to 
Taipower Building (台電大樓). Tel: (02) 2368-
7310. On the Net: www.riverside.com.tw
■ Shows start at 9:30pm tonight and 9pm 
all other nights. For a list of standard songs 
and ground rules for the open jam, visit the 
venue’s Web site
■ Entrance fee is NT$400 tonight and 
tomorrow, NT$350 on Sunday and 
Wednesday, NT$150 on Monday and 
NT$350 on Thursday

Indie-rock band Miss Stocking (絲襪小姐) 
plays tonight at Riverside Live House  
(西門紅樓展演館) in Ximending’s historic Red 
House Theater (西門紅樓). Tomorrow it’s the 
turn of actress and singer Wan Fang (萬芳), 
who has just released her new album Let’s 
Not Grieve Anymore [see story on Page 13 of 
tomorrow’s Taipei Times]. TV show host and 
pop singer Ado (阿洛) appears on Sunday.
■ 177 Xining S Rd, Taipei City (台北市西寧南

路177號). Tel: (02) 2370-8805. On the Net: 
www.riverside.com.tw 
■ Shows start at 8:30pm tonight, 9pm 
tomorrow, 8:30pm on Sunday
■ Entrance fee is NT$400 tonight, NT$600 
tomorrow (NT$500 in advance) and NT$400 
on Sunday. Tickets can be purchased online 
at www.riverside.com.tw/livehouse or 
tickets.books.com.tw

No shows are scheduled tonight or Sunday at 
Underworld (地下社會), when the venue 
will be showing World Cup games. Metal 
bands Blair Witch and Emerging From 
the Cocoon appear tomorrow. On 
Wednesday shoegazer bands Liquid Punch 
and Nuin 8 (扭音八) take the stage. 
■ B1, 45 Shida Rd, Taipei City (台北市師大路

45號B1). Tel: (02) 2369-0103. On the Net: 
www.upsaid.com/underworld 
■ Music shows run from 9:30pm to 11:30pm 
on Fridays and Saturdays and 9pm to 11pm 
on Wednesdays. Underworld is open daily 
from 9pm, closed on Mondays. Happy hour 
on Tuesdays and Thursdays before midnight 
■ Entrance is NT$300 on Fridays and 

Saturdays, which includes one drink, and 
NT$100 on Wednesdays

The Jason Hayashi Quartet appears 
tonight at Sappho de Base. Tomorrow is 
blues and surf rock from the Blues 
Vibrations. Roger’s Jazz Trio plays on 
Tuesday. Eclectic free jazz and world music 
outfit Flaneur Daguerre appears on 
Wednesday. On Thursday the venue hosts 
Belgian musician and Sinophile Pierre 
Hujoel (胡月), who sings in Chinese and 
plays piano compositions that span classical, 
electronica and pop. 
■ B1, 1, Ln 102, Anhe Rd Sec 1, Taipei City 
(台北市安和路一段102巷1號B1). Tel: (02) 
2700-5411. On the Net: www.sappho102.biz 
■ Music shows begin at 10pm 
■ Entrance is NT$100 tonight, free 
tomorrow, NT$150 on Wednesday and 
NT$100 on Thursday 

EZ5 Live House hosts Mando-pop 
singers backed by a live band every night. 
Highlights for the week ahead include 
Aboriginal chanteuse Samingad (紀曉君) 
on Tuesday and male crooner Shin Lung 
(辛隆), who performs every Saturday.
■ 211, Anhe Rd Sec 2, Taipei City (台北市安

和路二段211號). Tel: (02) 2738-3995. On the 
Net: www.ez5.com.tw 
■ Music shows run from 9:45pm to 12:30am
■ Entrance fee (includes two drinks) ranges 
from NT$600 to NT$850, depending on  
the performer 

Roxy Roots hosts viewing parties tonight 
and tomorrow for the World Cup 
quarterfinals. Tomorrow night expat hip-
hop group Dr Reniculous Lipz and The 
Skallyunz and funk rockers Coach (教練) 
get the crowd warmed up for the match.
■ 90 Songren Rd, Taipei City (台北市松仁路

90號). Tel: (02) 2725-3932. On the Net:  
www.roxy.com.tw 
■ Shows start at 10pm 
■ Entrance is NT$300 on Fridays and 
Saturdays (NT$200 credited toward food 
and drink) 

The Wall (這牆) programs regular live rock 
shows at Kaohsiung’s Pier 2 Arts Center  
(高雄駁二藝術特區). Tonight features Shy 
Kick Apple (害羞踢蘋果). The ska punk 
group is playing its final show, for now, as 
several members are about to start military 
service. A new local band, The Lawns (草地

人), opens the show. Tomorrow Suming  
(姜聖明) of the Aboriginal indie-rock band 
Totem (圖騰) puts on a concert to launch his 
new solo album. On Sunday it’s American 
post-rock group Lymbyc Sytym and 
Japanese post-rock group Lite.
■ 1 Dayong Rd, Yanjheng Dist, Kaohsiung 
City (高雄市鹽埕區大勇路1號). On the Net: 
pier-2.khcc.gov.tw or go to www.thewall.
com.tw for full schedule
■ Shows start at 7:30pm 
■ Entrance fee is NT$300 tonight, NT$400 
tomorrow and NT$600 on Sunday (NT$400 
in advance)

The Mercury (水星酒館), a small club that 
hosts indie bands in Kaohsiung, is holding a 
Canada Day party tomorrow with expat 
acoustic duo T-Bone and Yasu.
■ 46 Liwen Rd, Zuoying Dist, Kaohsiung City 
(高雄市左營區立文路46號). Tel: (07) 550-
8617. On the Net: mercurybar.blogspot.com 
■ Show starts at 9:30pm 
■ No admission fee

THE VINYL WORD
BY  MARcUS AURELIUS

A slice of apple pie,
American style

Nabs, got to be there. Photo courtesy of Nabs
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F E S T I V A LBY  cAHTERINE SHU

E ver since Nabs’ hip-hop group Kriss 
Kross sparked the teenage craze of 
wearing shirts and pants backwards 

with its double platinum Jump in 1992, 
the DJ has put his best foot forward.

That same year, the group opened for 
Michael Jackson on the European leg of 
his Dangerous tour, when Nabs, who will 
play a mix of hip-hop hits during a tribute 
evening to the King of Pop at Room 18 
tomorrow, performed to stadiums full of 
wild fans.

“Words like incredible or amazing 
just seem to fall flat when talking about 
Michael Jackson and what he meant to 
me,” Nabs said in an e-mail interview 
earlier this week. “He channeled a lot of 
love into his music and I felt it every time I 
saw him perform or hear his music now.”

Nabs started out deejaying in Atlanta, 
Georgia, and was noticed by Jermaine 
Dupri, who signed him to his label So So 
Def. He went on to become the exclusive 
DJ for Kriss Kross, Da Brat, Xscape, and 
Bow Wow.

During his time at the label, 
Nabs learned the ins and outs of the 
entertainment industry from Dupri’s 
father, Michael Mauldin.

“He told me that it’s important to have 
the right name to brand and the right 
people around you to make the most of 
every opportunity,” Nabs said. “You have 
to have vision.” 

Nabs’ vision goes beyond deejaying, 
touring and making mix CDs. He’s been 
working in artist development with 
Mauldin Brand Agency for the past  
seven years.

“I’ve learned a lot on the managerial 
side of things working with this team,” 
said Nabs. “It takes quite a bit of 
patience, money and understanding to 
deal with hungry new artists, but when it 
works, the rewards are outstanding,” 

His advice to new artists is simple. 
“Find some things unique about 
yourself and develop it so that once an 
opportunity arises, you stand out,” he 
said. “In other words, no one is looking 
for a Drake if there’s one out there 
already. Learn from a Drake but be 
yourself. Be unique.”

Independence Day Weekend Michael 
Jackson Tribute with DJ Nabs is tomorrow 
from 10:30pm to 4:30am at Room 18, B1, 
88, Songren Rd, Taipei City (台北市松仁
路88號B1). Admission is NT$700, which 
includes two drinks. On the Net: www.
djnabs.com and www.room18.com.tw

F ans of the US men’s national soccer team might 
still be licking their wounds after its defeat to 
Ghana in the World Cup on Saturday, but that 

doesn’t mean this July 4th has to be a glum one. 
The America Day Celebration, organized by the 

Taichung American Chamber of Commerce, will take 
place on Sunday, rain or shine, from noon to 9:30pm 
along the Jingguo Parkway (經國園道) opposite the 
People’s Park (市民廣場).  

Founded in 1993, the America Day Celebration 
gives revelers a chance to eat, drink and listen  
to live music at a traditional American-style  
outdoor festival. 

“The 4th of July is the highlight of the summer 
when it comes to all American celebrations,” says 
Doug Habecker, the Taichung American Chamber of 
Commerce’s event committee chairman. 

Food includes all-American barbeque favorites 
like hot dogs and hamburgers and cold beer. 
Other vendors will offer an international parade of 
treats from Taichung-based dining establishments, 
including ice cream, desserts, tropical cocktails, 
Indian wraps and German sausages. A booth 
operated by the Taichung American Chamber of 
Commerce will raise funds for its KIDZ charity, 
which supports Taichung orphans.  

Live bands playing throughout the day represent 
country and western, jazz and other genres 
associated with the US. They include Nick Fothergill 
at 4pm, ’Round Midnight at 5pm, Three Day Bender 
at 6pm, Way Soon at 7pm, Wailin’ Soul at 8pm, and 
hip-hop group Dr Reniculous Lipz and The Skallyunz 
at 9pm.

For the first time, this year’s America Day 
Celebration includes activities geared towards 
children, including games and contests, face painting, 
a play-dough sculpting station and horse rides. 

“July 4th this year happens to be the first day  
of summer vacation in Taiwan, so we hope kids  
and their families will come and make a day of it,” 
says Habecker.
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PERFORMANCE  NOtEs

WHAT: Taichung American Chamber of  
Commerce America Day Celebration
WHEN: Sunday from noon to 9:30pm
WHERE: Jingguo Parkway (經國園道), at the  
intersection of Gongyi (公益) and Guancian (館前) 
roads, opposite the People’s Park (市民廣場)
ADMISSION: Free
ON THE NET: www.amchamtaichung.org

HIGHLIGHT
BY  MAHSA ALIMARDANI

Olivia Ong performs tomorrow at Legacy 
Taipei. Photo courtesy of hIM

Olivia Ong brings her sultry melange of 
pop and jazz tomorrow night to Legacy 
Taipei. Listeners can expect a 
protracted embrace by Singapore’s most 
popular musical export featuring some of 
pop music’s most covered songs, such as 
Sinatra’s Fly Me to the Moon.
Ong, 24, has been hailed as the next Seiko 
Matsuda after breaking into Japan’s 
exclusive music scene at the age of 15 
when she won a Japanese singing contest 
and landed a record deal. She’s performed 
as a member of the Japanese pop group 
Mirai and is known in Singapore for her 
vocals on the theme song to the TV show 
Little Nyonya. Her voice has been 
described by one critic as “soulful, pristine 
and innocent.”
A Girl Meets Bossa Nova, Ong’s debut 
album, became a best seller across Asia 
while she was only 19. She is now signed 
to Taiwanese record company HIM and is 
currently promoting her self-titled album, 
Olivia, a loose, languid listen that will 
dominate much of tomorrow’s set list.

 Olivia Ong at Legacy Taipei, located at 
Huashan 1914 Creative Park (華山1914) 
1, Bade Rd Sec 1, Taipei City (台北市八德

路一段1號)
 Doors open tomorrow at 7pm, concert 

starts at 8 pm
 NT$1,000 at the door or NT$800 in 

advance, available through ERA 
ticketing or online at www.ticket.com.tw 
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