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Fake museum beggar makes real money
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begging bowl has become the star of the newly-

opened Lanyang Museum, prompting compassion-
ate visitors to hand out coins to him. The constant stream
of donations has made the statue the museum’s “wealthi-
est” item.

The museum entered its second stage of operation last
Friday, letting visitors in for free. The museum’s records
showed almost 20,000 visitors passed through its doors
over a weekend and many of them left favorable comments
about its design and the content of the exhibitions.

The second floor exhibition shows life during the early
days of the Republic of China in Taiwan. On a corner depict-
ing life at the Ximen Ferry Point in Yilan, a few wax statues
stand in front of pictures of streets and shops. One of the
statues is of a bare-footed old beggar with white hair, hold-
ing a walking stick in his right hand and a broken bowl in his
left hand, pleading for handouts.

His expression is so realistic it has caused compassionate
visitors to put coins into his broken bowl. Museum staff are

ﬂ statue of a beggar with a pleading expression and

1.beggar /'bega/ n.
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Bl: A beggar asked me for change on the subway this morning.
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2.stream /strim/ n.
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#l: The controversial TV show sparked a stream of complaint letters.
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keen to prevent such donations but when the museum is
busy visitors secretly put coins in the bowl when the staff are
not paying attention. When business is good, the beggar’s
income can reach NT$5,000 to NT$6,000 per day.

The donations have become a headache for the muse-
um’s management. By putting money in the bowl, visitors
often damage the statue. Sung Lung-chuan, acting director
of Yilan County Government’s Cultural Affairs Bureau, said
that when the accumulated donations reach a certain
amount, the museum will give it all to charity or disadvan-

taged groups. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TAIJING WU)
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3. handout /‘hend‘aut/ n.
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A statue of a beggar, top left, and a mural depicting life in mid-twen-
tieth-century Yilan, are pictured at the Lanyang Museum in Yilan
County on June 28, 2010. PHOTO: HU CHIEN-SEN, LIBERTY TIMES
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Bl: Leo survived by living on social security handouts.

4. accumulate /s’kjumja’let/ v.
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Bl: By the time of his death, Horace had accumulated millions of dollars worth of art.
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