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Patriotic cyclists fly Taiwan flag across the US
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yclists Lai Chang-hsin and Chen Chu-cheng waved

their national flag as they embarked on a three-month

trip across 7,000km of American soil. Their patriotism
resonated across the Internet, making them heroes among
many Taiwanese students in the US.

NBC news made a special trip to interview and broadcast
these two Taiwan natives, who have stirred up such a com-
motion that even local policeman have scrambled to get a
photo with them.

On March 16 they began their journey, each carrying 50kg
of baggage, from the coast of San Francisco all the way to
New York. Even though they spent four months beforehand
planning their course of action, once they got on their bikes
problems never stopped occurring. This included buying
supplies, weather conditions and finding bicycle routes.
Even asking for directions took up a lot of their time.

“State and interstate roadways are very confusing,” says
Lai Chang-hsin. “Even if you have a road map in hand, you
still get lost.” After crossing onto the Texas interstate high-
way by mistake, police officers eventually pulled them over
after 50km. Though very perturbed, once the police officers
found out they were from Taiwan and had ridden to Texas
from San Francisco, they immediately gave them a thumbs
up for their courage and perseverance and escorted them
off the highway.

Lai Chang-hsin says, “Once the sun set | began to worry
about finding a place to camp out for the night.” His daugh-
ter back in Taiwan, in charge of supplying information and
logistics, would send the address for lodging sites and
places to buy supplies by text message. She also updated
the two travelers’ progress across the US on Facebook,
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Bl: The students ran to the window to see what the commotion was.
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stirring awareness and heated discussion among students.
Wendy, an Austin University student, and her boyfriend
met the two travelers and enthusiastically offered bed and
breakfast. Others have lent a helping hand as well, such as
student Lin Shu-han.

Lai Chang-hsin says, “Whether it is a student studying
abroad or a Taiwanese immigrant, the site of their national
flag waving on our bikes fills them with overwhelming pas-
sion. In the US you can see the American flag all over the
place, even hanging in graveyards. That's why it's so moving
to see the Taiwanese flag for once.”

Lai Chang-hsin considers this road trip his most memora-
ble experience. Chen Chu-cheng says he into the produce
business, which earned him more than NT$10,000 per day.
In order to fund this trip he had to sacrifice earnings of
more than NT$1 million. On his own two feet he eventually
got to visit the Golden Gate Bridge, something he had only
been able to see on television. That, and befriending nu-
merous Americans along the way, he considers his fondest
memory.

On Lai Chang-hsin’s return to Taiwan, his fellow Pingtung
cycling mates presented him with a plaque marked “Taiwan
Iron Man” to commemorate his willpower in accomplish-
ing such an amazing feat, and the experience of travelling
abroad with his friends. ~ (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY WILL VUYLSTEKE)
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Lai Chang-hsin, left, and Chen Chu-cheng pose for a photo after a
media interview. PHOTO: LI LI-FA, LIBERTY TIMES
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ship at the third attempt.

Bl: Reece was rewarded for his perseverance when he won the national chess champion-
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