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tudent shares dorm room with 18 pet pythons
Rt )\ sk

huo Chia-yi, a recent graduate from Tainan’s Chang

Jung Christian University, became a campus celebrity

by keeping pythons as pets. He has been interested
in snakes since fifth grade and only keeps imported species
which he considers works of art.

Chuo’s family live in Pingtung, on Taiwan’s southern tip.
When he went to university he couldn’t find a roommate be-
cause of his habit of keeping unusual pets. At the moment,
he has 18 pythons in his room. The snakes have become
his friends and keep him company when he feels lonely at
school.

Chou keeps many species of pythons in his dormitory,
including ball pythons, carpet pythons, Timor pythons, Ken-
yan sand boas, Pueblan milk snakes and Mexican black king
snakes. He doesn’t receive an allowance from his parents.
Instead, he works part-time after class to earn money to buy
food for his pythons.

Chuo obtained his first snake, a Garter snake, as a fifth
grader by exchanging it for 20 little scorpions. Ever since
then he’s been in love with these reptiles. His strange pas-
sion for pythons hasn’t diminished and he works hard to
provide them with hearty meals.

In order to satisfy the voracious appetite of his unusual
pets, Chuo breeds his own food for them. This is why there

1.allowance /s’lausns/ n.
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are more than 200 guinea pigs and as many as 4,000 im-
ported cockroaches in his room. It is clear from the amount
of food he keeps in reserve that he is attentive to his pets.

His family used to be against his special pet preference,
but the more they object, the more snakes he gets, and
they have now given up trying to change his ways.

He keeps pythons not because they're fashionable or that
he wants to show off, but because he likes the different pat-
terns on their skin, and he appreciates them as works of art.

There are many bites on Chuo’s hands, but his pythons
are not venomous, so there’s no danger in being bitten.
“At most, there would just be some blood. | don’t care about
the pain,” said Chuo. Despite the pain, Chuo is still in love
with the wild beauty of these living works of art.
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Chuo Chia-yi, a graduate from Chang Jung Christian University in
Tainan County, holds his pet python, top left, and a ball python crawls
out of a plastic basket in Tainan County on June 15.
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Bl: A lot of employees objected to the new pay structure.
DETREHNOFHERTE )

Bl: Lionel gets a monthly allowance from his parents.
FFEBEBRATRREG=ZEZEME )

2.voracious /va'refas/ adj.
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Bl: Max became a voracious reader in his early twenties.
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4, venomous /'venamas/ ad.

BEH (you3 du2 des)

Bl There are some venomous spiders in this area.
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