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Fake priest ex-communicated in the Philippines
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cated in the Philippines more than a year after he be-
gan celebrating masses at a Manila parish, the local
church revealed last week.

Xavier Eubra de Borja began making the rounds of the
parish in a black cassock last year, claiming he was back in
Manila on vacation after being ordained into the priest-
hood in Russia, the church said on its Web site.

“Upon the recommendation of several parishioners, he
was accepted as guest priest while on vacation prior to his
return to his current assignment in Russia,” the Catholic Bish-
ops’ Conference of the Philippines Web site said.

Borja’s family is from the area and he had served as an altar
boy at a nearby parish in his youth, it added, without provid-
ing any further details such as his age.

He began celebrating mass, hearing confessions and
hosting religious retreats at the Cubao parish, where he im-
pressed with his command of the Latin language, according
to the church’s statement.

The Web site said the impostor impressed with masses

Q fake Roman Catholic priest has been excommuni-

1.mass /mas/ n.
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#l: We always attend mass at Easter.
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2.ordain />r'den/ v.
2FER (shou4 yu3 shengé zhi2)

Bl: After years of training, Michael was ﬁnaIIy ordained as a priest.
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that were “reminiscent of all the reverence and strict compli-
ance with the movements and rituals whenever traditional
Latin Masses are celebrated.”

The fake priest was exposed when his parishioners
checked the Web site of the Vladivostok-based Mary Mother
of God Mission Society, which convinced them that no Fili-
pino priest had ever been assigned there.

De Borja was excommunicated on May 30, more than a
year after he began serving at the Cubao diocese, the state-
ment said. He is now banned from attending masses, com-
munions, or religious ceremonies of the Catholic Church.

(AFP)
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3. confession /kan‘fefon/ n.
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A Catholic priest blesses presidential candidate and senator Manuel
Villar, left, as he attends a mass at a church in Las Pinas, south of Ma-

nila on May 9, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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#I: Many Catholics regularly attend confession.
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4. parishioner
R (jiao4 you3)
Bl: The parishioners have organized a campaign to raise money for charity.
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