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Cricket fighting makes a comeback in Kaohsiung
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ricket fighting, a once-popular activity that fell out of

fashion, is making a resurgence in schools in Kaoh-

siung. However, Ling-Jhou Primary School principal
Wong Ching-tsai says that many students think the sight of
a wounded cricket bleeding to death is too cruel, so now
beetles, which are less aggressive, must be used instead.

Over the past few years, crickets have been used in les-
sons about local culture, but no one could have predicted
that the clock would be turned back to the heyday of
cricket fighting popularity. Now it's common to see kids
gathered round in small groups, cheering on their crickets.
Some even feed their crickets cabbage and sweet potato
leaves to enhance their fighting prowess.

The resurgence of cricket fighting has overwhelmed Liao
Cheng-hsiung, an expert with over 40 years of experience
breeding crickets. He says the crickets used for fighting are
bigger than the average cricket found in Taiwan, and are
black with yellow spots.

Most elderly people will probably be familiar with cricket
fighting. When Taiwan was an agricultural society, children
were sent out to harvest grass in order to feed the water
buffalo that cultivated the fields. During the cricket fights,
the children would often use their grass as the stake, with
the winner getting plenty of grass to feed his buffalo. People
in their mid 30s should also be familiar with cricket fight-
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Bl: There's been a resurgence of religious fundamentalism in recent years.
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ing. In days gone by, one of the most popular after-school
activities was to catch crickets by pouring water into their
underground lairs.

The crickets that Liao breeds do not like humidity, and are
liable to be eaten by ants while they are still growing. To get
around these difficulties, Liao has developed his own way
of breeding them, using wooden boxes. The boxes ensure
the breeding environment is dry, which results in higher
productivity.

Liao said a female cricket lays up to 100 eggs at a time
that hatch about three weeks later. Young crickets spend
about two months growing, during which time they shed
their shell eight times. He says his business has taken off due
to a combination of two factors — natural science teachers
placing bulk orders for 200 crickets at a time, and orders
from owners of red arowanas, a kind of fish that feeds on
crickets. Visitors have been known to come all the way from
China to learn cricket-breeding skills from Liao, and he’s al-
ways happy to pass on his knowledge.
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Cricket expert Liao Cheng-hsiung plays with two crickets, top left, and
two crickets fight in a transparent box in Kaohsiung City, on May 25,
2010. PHOTO: KUO FANG-CHI, LIBERTY TIMES
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