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Let Germans watch World Cup at work:
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Cup on television at work without getting into trou-
ble with their superiors, the head of the national
employers’ association said.

Dieter Hundt, often called the “boss of the bosses,” called
on companies to cut their staff a little slack when foot-
ballmania strikes over the next month.

“I am confident that employers, while considering the
needs of their businesses, will react flexibly and, together
with their workforces, develop their own policies,” he told
the daily Berliner Zeitung.

Every company needs to decide for itself “to what extent it
can strike a balance with the broadcast of World Cup games
and working hours.”

Hundt's counterpart at the German Federation of Trade

G ermans should be allowed to watch the football World
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1. superior /su'prra/ n.
8 (shang4 sil)

Unions, Michael Sommer, welcomed the employers’ pledge
of tolerance when asked by the Berliner Zeitung.

Watching soccer together encourages “team cohesion
and staff motivation,” he argued.

He noted that several of the World Cup matches in South
Africa were taking place in the early afternoon, including the
second match featuring the German side, against Serbia on
June 18. (AFP)

/D BEIHREEREAT UREHY  ATTEEXERM—
T2 0 SpsF ST IS SIREE -

BRER [ZERDHSH) OB - HEITESATITE &
HEAEBEHRIE—BE  SERST % -

thE (BMBm®R) &7 : [REEETMNEERLIFREENG
5 HEREEE B8 A  BHESS2H5H - |

employers’ chief

it 5 T PEIRF [R5 1

BEAESTER (BT IHABIRISHEEEZS ) -

EEITESMEESERET - RERETES (OMBH) £HEhkF
&I MRBEMELTRGEEBBOVRE -

iR EET —RBHEENMEY MNBREBRRT » B
HESET -

fFRIIEE » P RBEEGRBHBEREFRET  8F
NB+N\BEREERHEaE - (EER/ B0 - WED)

German football fans Clara, left and Lisa pose with German flags and
a German scarf in the English Garden in the southern German city of
Munich on June 10, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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cut someone some slack

BI: Max has spoken to his superiors about changing the company logo.
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2. tolerance /‘talsrans/ n.
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Bl: We have to encourage tolerance for people of other cultures and religions.
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3. cohesion /ko’hizen/ n.
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Bl: The military has lacked cohesion for several years.
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If you cut someone some slack, you let them do something they aren’t normally
allowed to do. According to the article, Dieter Hundt thinks German companies

work hours.

should cut their employees some slack and let them watch the World Cup during
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