Aussie pub down to last drop after hottest town dries up
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WARNING: Excessive consumption
of alcohol can damage your health.
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customers travelling miles for a beer from one of the
country’s hottest towns after their local closed, the
manager has revealed.

Brett Powter, who manages the Conglomerate Hotel in
the Western Australian town of Nullagine, said his establish-
ment was down to its last drinks since the closure of the pub
in Marble Bar, 120km away.

“We've got no rum left, we've got no bourbon,” Powter
told AFP.

“I think we've got 10 cartons (of beer) to last today. Some
days we go through 25.”

Powter said business had been booming in Nullagine, a
town of about 100 people in Australia’s Outback, since time
was called on the 117-year-old Ironclad Hotel in Marble
Bar last month.

Forced to sweat through some of the country’s hottest
conditions without a cooling ale, residents have driven the
120km to Nullagine — its nearest neighbor — to slake their

Q n Australian pub has been drunk almost dry by thirsty
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1.slake /slek/ v.
BR& (jie2 ke3)

Bl | slaked my thirst with a large glass of ice cold water.
(—RIKOKER S BB )

2. afoot /o'fut/ adj.

EITD (jing xing2 zhong1)

Bl 1 had no idea that such big changes were afoot.
(FERSZARBSEALINEETE <)

3.stint /stint/ n.

FIGTYE (mou3 xiang4 gong1 zuo4)

Bl: Leo has just finished a two-year stint in the military.
(BRI ETMES <)

thirst, he said.

Allen Cooper, chief executive of the East Pilbara Shire, said
moves were already afoot to reopen the Ironclad Hotel.

Cooper said the gold rush town of Marble Bar was some-
thing of a tourist draw, and most people who visit “want to
go there and have a beer.”

Marble Bar holds the record for enduring Australia’s long-
est stint above 38°C at 160 days — a record set in the 1920s,
Cooper said. (AFP)
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Wine bottles marked for recycling are stacked on a pallet at Foster’s
Group Ltd.’s Seppelt vineyard in Great Western, Australia, on June 2,
2010. PHOTO: BLOOMBERG
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call time on something

EMEMASIBIBR

If you call time on something, you indicate that you want it to end. The ex-
pression was originally used by bar staff at the end of the evening.
Example: “The minister has announced he intends to call time on excessive

borrowing.”
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