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Abandoned Rottweiler rescued from riverbed
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Top: Chien Hsin-yu, left, and Hou Su-mei pet Nana, a Rottweiler abandoned in Taichung City.
Center: An announcement tells Nana’s regular visitors that the dog is now safe at a veterinary clinic.

Bottom: Nana the Rottweiler sits by the river before being taken to safety. PHOTO: YU PO-LIN, LIBERTY TIMES
£ @rF () NEREEHEZENELMANana -
0 - —RBNEHRRENanaEEEZMNNS -

T : BENANanalR ==L RETR » LERR EMEF B BHERLEAORE

City finally found a temporary shelter after meeting Chien Hsin-yu,

a dog lover who spent nine months befriending her. Chien, who
has already adopted four stray dogs, calls the Rottweiler Nana. Nana was
discovered three years ago living on the dried-up riverbed, probably aban-
doned by her previous owner.

The 30-year-old Chien said she heard dog lovers talking about a “legen-
dary dog” who had been washed away many times by floods, but always
managed to return. They started to visit her at the riverbed, but the dog
was very defensive. She would bark angrily as soon as she saw anyone, and
didn’t even care when food was deliberately left for her.

Chien started to befriend Nana in August last year. At first the dog
responded coldly, but in March this year Chien used a strongly-flavored
chewing bone made of cowhide to attract the animal, and that is how she
succeeded in winning the dog's confidence.

With restoration work on the riverbed starting recently, Chien warned
that Nana'’s territory might be washed away once the flood season arrives.
To prevent Nana being washed away for good, on May 4 Chien made up
her mind to rescue her. At noon that day, she went to the riverbed and re-
peatedly called for Nana. The dog slowly approached Chien standing next
to an excavator that helped Nana ashore.

A vet, surnamed Wang, who neutered Nana said that the dog didn't
have a microchip, so it’s likely that she was abandoned while still a puppy.
According to the vet, Nana is between three and five years old and smaller
than normal, but she is lively and active. Wang found after examinations
that Nana is infected with heartworm disease, and needs two month’s of
treatment to be cured.

Chien said since Nana had a lot of visitors at the riverbed, she put an
announcement there on the afternoon of May 4 to say that the dog had
been hospitalized. Chien felt particularly touched when a mother and her
daughter went to the vet's clinic and contributed to the medical costs. The
clinic also agreed to carry out the treatment at half price.

Hou Su-mei, another dog lover who cares about Nana, visited her ani-
mal friend during the week when the dog was hospitalized. Hou said she
started visiting Nana three years ago when she was walking her own dog.
During a flood in July two years ago, she drove by the river to find Nana,
but all she saw was the floodwater. The good news came three days later,
when Nana was seen swimming back to safety.

The vet said Nana had been taken away from the riverbed before but
that she would always return, probably because she felt safer there. When
she gets out of the hospital, Nana will be kept at the company where Hou
works. Chien says she already has four dogs and Hou has five, so Nana can
only stay at the company temporarily. Chien recently took Nana to an ani-
mal adoption event in Taichung City in the hope of finding a new owner
who would really be able to take care of her.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TAIJING W)

B female Rottweiler found living on a dried-up riverbed in Taichung
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