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Love boat as Aussie, British solo sailors linked
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ustralia’s teen yachtswoman Jessica Watson was ro-
mantically linked with a fellow round-the-world sailor,

Britain's Mike Perham, on Monday, in a new twist to a
story which has captivated the nation.

Perham, 18, who circumnavigated the globe last year
and traveled to Sydney to welcome Watson home, told of
their blossoming relationship in a magazine interview.

“When | first met Jess, there was something between us |
can’t describe,” Perham told women’s magazine New Idea.

“Just this connection that felt as though we had known
each other forever. | think it comes from sharing some of
the same dreams and knowing that we are pretty unique
teenagers.”

Perham, the youngest person to sail round the world until
16-year-old Watson’s feted return to Sydney, spoke of their
“special connection” and described Jessica’s mother as his
“future mother-in-law”.

“I'm definitely the more sensible one ... | think I'm going to
get in trouble for saying that!” he said. “The biggest attraction
is realizing you have so much in common.”

The magazine did not record Watson’s thoughts on her
friendship with Perham, but the Britain-based teen said the
schoolgirl had asked him in a telephone call ahead of her
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Bl: We circumnavigated the island and found no signs of habitation.
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BI: The author was feted by reviewers and consumers alike.
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return to stay in Australia “as long as you can.”

Tens of thousands of well-wishers and a flotilla of boats
greeted Watson on Saturday as she completed a seven-
month voyage as the youngest person to sail around the
world, solo and unassisted, in a blaze of publicity.

“We have this special bond but when it comes to romance,
| think we are going to take one day at a time,” Perham con-
fided. (AFP)
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New South Wales Premier Kristina Keneally, left, and Prime Minister
Kevin Rudd, second left, welcome teen sailor Jessica Watson with her
parents Julie and Roger beside her after she sailed into Sydney Harbour
aboard her yacht, Ella’s Pink Lady, on May 15, 2010.
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Bl: A flotilla of battleships sailed up the river.

B | confided my concerns to the new team leader.
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