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lceland volcanic ash sells like hot cakes on Internet
UK KK #2505

ash cloud that led to Europe’s biggest aerial shut-
down since World War Il into a charity money-spin-
ner, its chief executive said last week.

The online shop, nammi.is, which sells various products
from the north Atlantic island, is offering 160g jars of the ash
from Eyjafjpoll volcano for 23.80 euros (US$29.90, NT$945),
with the proceeds all going to charity.

“The response has been enormous since we started this 10
days ago,” Sofus Gustavsson said, whose company has sold
the ash to 60 countries so far.

In all, 133 countries have made inquiries and almost a
million visitors have gone onto the Web site since the offer
began.

“It all started when one of our foreign clients, who is a
collector, inquired if we could get him some ash from the
volcano. | thought right away that this was a brilliant idea,”
the Web site’s chief executive explained.

“My father lives nearby the volcano and | asked him if
he could get me some ash. He shovelled a whole lot and
brought it to me.”

To meet demand, Gustavsson’s father has since made
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Bl: We took a great aerial photo of the waterfront.
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Bl: We spent the afternoon shovelling snow from the driveway.
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fl: The proceeds of the event were donated to charity.
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three more trips to collect the ash, and every time it has been
different. “It is now much coarser than it was earlier,” the Ice-
landic businessman said.

There are two other companies also selling volcanic ash,
but both with the aim of turning a profit.

Instead, Gustavsson is donating the proceeds to Ice-
land’s search and rescue services. “I thought there was
something wrong about profiting from something that is
ruining peoples lives, the farmers near the volcano for
example.”
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A file photograph showing the Iceland volcano Eyjafjallajokull erupt-
ing on April 18, 2010. PHOTO: EPA
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money-spinner
B

If something is a money-spinner, it generates a lot of money. According to the
article, the Icelandic ash has been a charity money-spinner, with people around the

world keen to buy it.

Example: “The second-hand car industry is a real money-spinner if you know what

you're doing.”
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