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Japan PM's threads are final straw for fashion critic
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ging over a row with Washington, may have caused his
popularity to dive even further among fashionistas
with a garish 1980s-style colored shirt.

Hatoyama donned a long-sleeved checked shirt designed
in large blocks of red, blue, yellow, green and purple, during
a recent meet-the-people barbecue promoted as the “Real
Hato Café.”

Fashion critic Don Konishi wasn’t laughing and angrily
lashed out at the premier’s fashion crime in a national maga-
zine and on the airwaves.

“Is anyone able to stop him wearing such a thing?” Konishi
asked in an irate commentary about the offending shirt.

“It's too old. It's out of date. He doesn’t have his own
style.”

The millionaire-PM scored a landslide election victory last
year, but his poll ratings have since fallen into the low 20s

J apan’s embattled prime minister, his poll numbers sag-
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due to a row over an unpopular US airbase and criticism of
his sometimes dithering, collegiate style.

To Konishi, the shirt was the straw that broke the
camel’s back as he predicted the demise of Hatoyama's
Democratic Party of Japan (DPJ) government.

“It seems the DPJ is over with this shirt,” he said. (AFP)
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In a picture taken on April 4, 2010, Japanese Prime Minister Yukio
Hatoyama eats noodles during a meet-the-people barbecue clad in a
multi-coloured shirt at his official residence in Tokyo. PHOTO: AFP
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the straw that broke the camel’s back

#l: The magazine interviewed some fashionistas about the summer trends.
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2.irate /ar'ret/ ad
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Bl: | made an irate phone call to the airline to protest the delays.
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3.dither /dida/ v.
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fl: Stop dithering and tell us your decision.
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The straw that broke the camel’s back is the last in a series of events that fi-
nally makes us lose patience. We can also use the final straw or the last straw

interchangeably.
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