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Automatic pet-feeding machine inspired by movie “Troy”
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Hsiuping Institute of Technology, recently invented a

pet-feeding machine that could interact with your dog
at home as if the master were physically there. The pet-feed-
ing machine is constructed in the shape of a dog. Besides
feeding the pet on time, it also records the master’s voice
to increase interaction with the animal. The inventor of this
machine has already obtained a patent.

Lin has had Mini, a poodle, for more than six years. He
found that Mini felt lonely every time he went to work, or
when he was just absent for a while. As a protest against
his master, Mini would tear paper tissues in pieces and often
urinate on the bed. This was the motivation behind the crea-
tion of this machine that Lin describes as a Trojan Horse. The
inventor actually obtained this idea by watching the movie
Troy two years ago, when he saw the soldiers hiding in the
wooden horse.

Lin said that this feeding machine is capable of containing
eight cans at the same time. A microchip makes the machine
open cans, and a rod pushes the food out of the can. The
machine is built in the shape of a dog for better interaction
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1. patent /peatnt/ n.
HAE (zhuan1 li4 quan2)

Bl: The company is being sued for patent infringement.
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2.absent /&bsnt/ adj.
REZBY (bu2 zai4 chang3 de5) » TRFEBBY (quel xi2 de5)

fi: Phil has been absent from the office for three days.
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3.rod /rad/ n.
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#l: The walls used to be reinforced with steel rods.
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with the animal.

Lin added that the machine doesn’t only take care of the
animal’s physical condition. It is also concerned about the
pet’s mood. Therefore he designed a recording function so
that the pet owner could record sentences to comfort his
animal friend, such as “Mini, don’t worry, | will be home in
the afternoon!” or “Mini, be a nice dog. Don't run around
the house.” These recordings can be played at a time set
by the owner, so that the pet feels that the master is always
around.

Commenting on the cost, Lin said that the prototype cost
him over NT$100,000. It is yet to go into mass production,
but the price could be less than NT$5,000, which, while not
dog cheap, is still affordable for most people.
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Lin Yung-sung, associate professor at Taichung County’s Hsiuping
Institute of Technology shows the pet-feeding machine, top left, and
a close-up of the machine, top right. PHOTOS: CHEN CHIEN-CHIH, LIBERTY TIMES
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dog cheap
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If something is dog cheap it is very cheap. According to the article, the pet feeder
will be affordable, but probably not dog cheap.
Example: “We managed to pick up a couple of dog cheap tickets for the return

flight.”
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