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Missing cat

a cause for concern with

worshippers and temple staff G‘L

i O h no! Niu-niu is gone!” This is what the em-

ployees of Yitien Temple, in Taipei County'’s
Sanchung City, are worried about: a cat living in the
temple that has recently disappeared. Apart from the
events held to celebrate the birthday of Mazu in the
third lunar month that have been keeping them busy
of late, the disappearance of Niu-niu seems to be oc-
cupying them more than anything else. The temple’s
employees would anxiously talk about the lost cat, as if
it were their own child. Worshippers at the Yitien Tem-
ple, worship Matsu, the goddess of fishermen. Niu-niu
is one of the cats that is often seen around the temple.
Other cats, such as Yamaha, the youngest Yuan-Yuan,
and the very shy Little Bao Bao are among the eight fe-
lines who decided to make the temple their home more
than a decade ago. They are free to do anything in the
temple. They never steal offerings to the gods because
they are always well-fed. Visitors are also familiar with
the presence of these animals and it is very common
to see cats sleeping beside the worshipers.

Among all the sacred temples around Taiwan, Yitien
Temple in Sanchung City seems to be the only one
that gives cats such freedom. Their “mom” who feeds
them, Wang Hsiu-ying, says, “Cats, like people, are also
a form of life. If they come to the temple, it's because of
destiny.” About 10 years ago, a female stray cat came
to the temple to give birth to kittens. Following that,
some people would pick up stray cats and bring them
to the temple. Since there is free food and shelter,
other felines came and settled down.

The temple employees who take care of cats say
that the cats are more than welcome. One of them
said, “The gods we are worshipping are loving gods,
and they won’t mind!” Their love doesn’t differenti-
ate between gods, humans and cats. Therefore, when
cats nestle beside the goddess Matsu, the General of
Thousand Mile Sight or the General of Brilliant Hearing,
temple employees do not see heresy. Instead they see
the warmth and love given by the gods. Some wor-
shippers bring their cats, dogs and other pets to the
temple so that they could become acquainted with
other animals of their kind. According to the employ-
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ees, most felines and canines that visit the temple with
their masters get along with temple cats very well; only
when big dogs meet sensitive kitties do they need to
enforce discipline.

The temple hasn't received a single complaint from
worshippers about the presence of cats in all the time
they've been there, and most people seem happy to
play with them. The kitties seem to exude a special
magnetic field that calms down the volatile moods
of people nowadays. It seems that the temple is now
more worried that curious visitors might take the kitties
home since they would make very good pets!

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY TAIJING WU)
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Temple cats are pictured in a series of undated photos at the Yitien Temple in Sanc-
hung City.

PHOTOS: TAI DA-HSIANG, LIBERTY TIMES
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1. presence /'prezns/ n.

fll: Kevin's presence at the meeting is sure to cause animosity.
FHSORS S HERES|HHET <)

2. shelter /felta/ n.

#: The horses were given food and shelter in an old barn.
(EEFWNNFRIZERE )
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3.nestle /nssl/ v

AR (yi1 weil)

#l: We noticed a puppy nestled by the fireplace.
(FFIBIREE/NOIKIREEES <)

4, volatile /'valstl/ adi.

S50 (yi4 bian4 de5) * ZTRIEHY (yi4 e4 huad des)

#l: Many actors refused to work with Jack because of his volatile temper on set.
(BHRIBRIGERER  RIXE2LBBEMMEIE )
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