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British man and his wife unwittingly left his
Aageing mother-in-law in a Dover ferry port car park

and only realized half way across to France, police
said last week.

The pair urgently called Port of Dover police after realizing
they had abandoned the elderly woman sitting in their
vehicle in a multi-story car park, while they headed off on a
day trip across the Channel.

“On March 22 in the morning, a couple made a phone
call to police regarding an elderly mother who had been
left in their car in the multi-story car park at the port,” said
a police spokesman.

“Officers went to the vehicle, found the lady and took care
of her, giving her a drink and making sure she was safe, until
approximately four hours later when they returned.”

British media said the old lady, believed to be in her 70s,
gave the couple “a piece of her mind” when they finally
returned on the next ferry back from Calais.

“We all know about mothers-in-law and what a nightmare
they can be but this guy took it to the limit,” a police source
told the Daily Mirror, which said the couple were in their 40s

TODAY'S WORDS
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1. unwittingly /an‘witil/  adv.

RERRAZEID (hu2 113 hu2 tu2 deb)

Bl: An intern unwittingly deleted the results of the survey.
(—(IEBEMEMBHICRSIBRIGMIR <)

2.incident /‘1nsadant/ n.
S (shi4 jian4)

Bl: The demonstrations went ahead without any violent incidents.

(TEETRL RS EETRISME )

3. welfare /‘welfer/ n.
B (xing4 fu2) * 184 (fu2 li4)

#l: My most important priority is the welfare of the residents.

(HO2FTLEEPLEF )

and from Merseyside in northwest England.

“He’ll never live this down and he'll be getting it in the
ear from now until the end of time. It was a nightmare for
the old dear.”

The incident was mentioned in the Port of Dover police’s
monthly report for March.

“And finally, an unusual telephone request,” it said, noting
how the couple admitted “that they had forgotten that their
elderly mother was still in their car that they had parked in
the multi-story car park ahead of their day trip.”

“Officers located the vehicle and ensured the safety and
welfare of the elderly lady until her ‘grown-up’ children
returned several hours later,” it said. (AFP)
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A SeaFrance ferry is docked at the port of Calais, France, on April 3,
2010. PHOTO: EPA

MB=8 ' —MSeaFrance ATREHE T EENFE - BE : Bt

LANGUAGE POINT

BSHE

a piece of your mind

BERENM

If you give someone a piece of your mind, you tell them exactly what you think.
According to the article, the old lady gave the couple a piece of her mind when they

returned from France.

mind.”

WRIFHEEA a piece of your mind

Example: “When | found out he’d lost my book, | really gave Des a piece of my
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British couple leave ageing mother-in-law n ferry port



