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Mayor says ‘obscene’ sculpture must

go hefore pope visits Malta
PURNEGEH St A R PRk R M

Monday for the removal of a sculpture resembling a
phallus near the road leading to the capital Valletta
ahead of a weekend visit by the pope.

The sculpture, which Mayor John Schembri described as
“obscene” and “embarrassing,” should be removed “as a
sign of respect” for Pope Benedict XVI.

“Colonna Mediterranea” (Mediterranean Column) is the
work of ceramic artist and sculptor Paul Vella Critien and was
installed on a roundabout at the entrance to the village of
Luga in January 2006.

The sculpture, which Critien describes as a modern three-
dimensional representation of a symbol dating from ancient
Egypt has rubbed many residents of predominantly
Catholic Malta up the wrong way.

Similar works by Critien have been erected in Germany,
Italy and Australia.

The pope is to visit on Saturday and Sunday after recent

The mayor of a town near Malta’s main airport called
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1.obscene /sb'sin/ adj.
YERER (yin2 huei4 des)

revelations that a paedophilia “response team” set up by the
Maltese Catholic Church in 1999 had received allegations
against 45 priests.

Nearly half of the cases have been ruled groundless,
the Church said Monday, adding however: “For the Church,
every case is one too many.”

The Roman Catholic Church has battled a wave of paedo-
phile priest scandals in the US and Europe since last Novem-
ber. (AFP)

%Tiﬁ thESHIBHI RAVIRIARE — TR - BEFBERK
\NEhAT - BRESEEADMAEZE B LE B0 EEE IR

ﬁ%?f@?fx AW NIZFRRN - BMEREANE NER) @ 8 (DA
By TRIE FRAE I/  BIFR -

BHER NEhEeit) 6)FR - LERBERIRTE - #1 -
MELTF » Z0 ONRF—HEBERSUNOHNERL -

SHRMERABEEFEREH  BERANTHER/ROSERZER

R3DIRAIBEEE - BT 2HRR -

=6 - %Kﬂéﬁi@ﬂ/ OB IR TR SRR ES -

HERABN - BRSIRBEM - IWITRR I EHEMKEHS
R—NNNEPTRIIEERES/)E - VAT BEZDEN
+RHIEIAEERER o

SEBB—FKT ﬁ#?&ﬂﬂ}em&oﬁﬁéiﬂmﬁ B1th9
thir : Ma¥gEms - BfFE—HFhEAS -

BERXEHERETT—BLR E%éﬁi@z;‘wblﬁﬁ%ﬁm&@
ERRE  PEESIHABERBR - (EEt/ B2 - R698)

Cars pass by Colonna Mediterranea, a sculpture by local artist Paul
Vella Critien on a roundabout at the entrance of Luqa, close to Malta
International Airport, on April 12, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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rub someone up the wrong way

Bl: Mike got fired for downloading obscene content on his office laptop.
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2. predominantly /prr’‘daminantly/ adv.

F2 (jhu3 yao4 deb)

Bl: Nursing is still a predominantly female profession.
EIBSETERIDUTERE )

3.groundless /‘graundiis/ adj.
HARIBBY (wu2 genl jud des)

#l: Astronomers have dismissed fears that the world will end in 2012 as groundless. Big0 -
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If you rub someone up the wrong way, you annoy or irritate them. According to
the article, many residents of Malta have been rubbed up the wrong way by the

controversial sculpture.

Example: “There’s something | don't like about Gary. He always seems to rub me

up the wrong way.”
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