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Swiss to kick out cormorants for abusing hospitality
M ORI B s e Bl s 25

by eating too many fish, forcing authorities to ap-
prove measures aimed at kicking out the unwanted
migrants.

The coastal natives used to come to Switzerland on a
sporadic basis to escape harsher winters further north, but
since 2001, some 260 cormorant couples have nested on
two islands on western Switzerland’s Lake Neuchatel.

While their permanent residence at the country’s biggest
natural bird reserve had been greeted with enthusiasm
by bird-lovers, their appetite for fish from the lake has
browned off some fishermen in the region.

“The cormorant is a bird which does not go unobserved.
It nests in colonies, fish often in groups and gather where
they sleep,” said the Office for the Environment on its Web
site.

“Opportunistic, it fishes where the fish are visible and
easy to catch,” added the office, underlining that “on the
lakes, the groups of cormorants are competing with profes-
sional fishermen.”

A report in 2008 found that regular fishermen at the lake
lost up to 210,000 Swiss francs (NT$8.9 million) in revenue
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a year.
To control the population of cormorants, local authorities

can now close off access to part of the lake’s shoreline, and

“remove the residual nests from the previous season.”

“They can also coat the already laid eggs with oil to stop
them from maturing,” said the ministry, adding that the
measures are taken on a trial basis and should be applied
only until the end of 2011.

Bird enthusiasts were dismayed by the move.

Francois Turrian from BirdLife Switzerland told AFP that
the “witchhunt in the middle of a natural reserve, especially
in spring — the reproduction period” was regrettable.

He called instead for compensation for the fishermen.

(AFP)
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#l: Marlon grew up in a coastal town and trained as a fisherman.

(EeE N ERANEEEZEMNB—BRK )

2.residual /rr'zidgual/ ad.
52EBBY (can2 liu2 deb)

Bl: There is still some residual heat from last night's fire.
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A cormorant swims in an estuary in Ibera, Corrientes, Argentina, on
Nov. 4, 2009. PHOTO: AFP
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If somebody is browned off, they are bored or annoyed. According to the article,
Swiss fisherman were browned off by cormorants eating fish from the lake.
Example: “Ray was browned off that nobody noticed that he had bought a new

picture for the office.”
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Bl: 1 was dismayed to discover that someone had stolen my new bike.
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