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Japanese woman astronaut goes to Space in style
HALORZEN AF K28R i 2

Ashida is truly out of this world — a blue cardigan
and short pants outfit she made for her country’s as-
tronaut Naoko Yamazaki.

The US space shuttle Discovery blasted off with Yamazaki
and two other female crew on board, bound for the Interna-
tional Space Station (ISS) on a historic mission that put more
women in orbit than ever before.

Ahead of her departure, Yamazaki, 39, asked Ashida,
daughter of Japanese fashion guru Jun Ashida, to design her
work clothes for the 13-day space mission and she came up
with a slim knit cardigan in light blue with navy blue shorts.

“As a female designer, | chose a design and color with a
sense of grace ... so that she can feel at ease as she carries out
a tough mission in a male-dominated, bleak atmosphere,”
Ashida said.

“It's like a dream come true to see my clothes worn in
space,” said Ashida. “I'm looking forward to seeing her wear
my design.”

Yamazaki also brought a miniature version of the tradi-
tional Japanese harp, known as a koto, to the station to play

The latest creation by Japanese fashion designer Tae
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1.orbit /orbit/ n.

158 (guei3 dao4)

#l: The planets' orbits are not fixed, and change with time.
(T2EINBLAEE » ShelFRIcE - )

2. bleak /blik/ adj.
PB2/58Y (yin1 leng3 de5) * FRBY (huang1 liang2 de5)

Bl: Kelvin was happy to move from the bleak neighborhood he grew up in.
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3. miniature /minmstfe/ adj.

an ensemble with her countryman Soichi Noguchi, who has
carried his Japanese flute to the station.

Yamazaki asked a Japanese musical instrument factory to
make a miniature version of the koto, which usually meas-
ures about 1.8m, to meet the size limit for her space shuttle
cabin luggage.

“The sound is quite different from that of an authentic
one, but I'm very much looking forward to seeing her play
the koto in space,” said instrument maker Kenzo Ogawa,
who produced the mini harp. (AFP)
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Top left: This handout drawing provided by the design studio of Tae
Ashida in Tokyo on April 7, 2010 shows an illustration of an outfit
made for Japanese astronaut Naoko Yamazaki.

Top right: NASA’s STS-131 astronaut Naoko Yamazaki waves as she
walks out of the operations and checkout building at Kennedy Space
Center April 5, 2010 in Cape Canaveral, Florida. PHOTOS: AFP
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If something is out of this world, it is excellent. In the article, the expression has a
double meaning because the outfit will be literally out of this world — in space.
Example: “The main course was out of this world, but the dessert was pretty

average.”
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Bl: The team spent years developing the miniature camera.
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