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hroughout history men have been kill-

ing each other on battlefields all over

the world. In this series our expert ar-

chaeologist Stuart Prior and ex-Ma-
rine Monty Halls search through time to find
mankind’s most awesome and terrifying killing
machines. From the raw brutality of hammers
and flails, the surgical precision of swords and
axes, the destructive power of siege engines,
the speed and stealth of longbows and cross-
bows, to the grace and technology of armor and
the crude and overwhelming force of gun-
powder, Monty and Stuart will find their perfect
weapon.
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No single invention has transformed warfare
and killing like gunpowder and firearms. From
the tiny .22 pistol to the mighty Gustav that
fired a shell weighing over seven tonnes, hu-
mans have devised many lethal ways of using
the explosive chemical power of substances
like gunpowder. To explore a range of firearms
we've brought together two very different kinds
of weapons experts. Stuart is a lecturer in ar-
chaeology at Bristol University and also an au-
thority on medieval weapons and war; Monty
served with the British Marines for over eight
years, and he was also an instructor in physical
fitness.
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1. archaeologist /,arkr’aladzist/ n.
EHEZR (kao2 gu3 xue? jial)

2. siege /sidy/ n.
B (wei2 cheng)

3. overwhelming /,ove'hwelminy/ adj.
ERTMHERY (shi4 bu4 ke2 dang3 de5)

4. substance /‘sabstons/ n.
WNE  (wu4 zhi2)

5. medieval /,midrival/ adj.
ME#eHY (zhongl shi4 ji4 des)

6. trigger /‘triga/ n.
|t (ban3 jit)
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Monty and Stuart's quest for the perfect
weapon includes a grueling series of tests and
demonstrations. They'll find out how easy they
are to make, what damage they can inflict
on flesh and blood, how they work and how
straightforward they are to learn how to use.
They'll test how much power they can bring to
bear on an enemy and how much skill it takes to
use them accurately. Only then can they agree
on their perfect weapon.
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Tune in tomorrow at 8pm to find out more about the search for the perfect weapon.
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Left: Stuart Prior and Monty Halls
stand over a cannon.

Below: Stuart Prior and Monty
Halls get ready to duel.

Bottom: Stuart Prior looks down
the barrel of a rifle.
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To get the ball rolling, Monty and Stuart get
their hands on a range of firearms from the 14th
up to the early 20th century. The first weapon is
a matchlock musket. Evidence points to it hav-
ing its origins in the orient and it was first seen
in Europe at the end of the 14th century. The
trigger mechanism pulls the burning end of
the match down to the pan. There it ignites the
gunpowder, which then fires the ball.
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