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Insh museum gives leprechauns their due
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new museum that, with a twinkle in its eye, places the fabled little

figures back in their mythological context.

If you are expecting to find leprechauns nestling in a mock Irish
valley, you are likely to be disappointed — instead the ultra-modern
museum in Dublin aims to give visitors a view of the world from a
leprechaun’s eye-level.

You are cut down to size in a living room complete with a giant
armchair and table and chairs and “shrunk” in a visual trick inside a
long tapered tunnel.

The museum even has a rainbow fashioned from hanging ropes
leading to a crock of genuine gold — but keeping true to the legend,
the bullion is tantalisingly out of reach.

The National Leprechaun Museum, which fully opens to the public
on April 15, is the brainchild of Tom O'Rahilly, a 43-year-old furniture
designer who has let his creative energy run riot in a little corner of
the Irish capital.

He believes the world has lost sight of the fact that leprechauns and
the spirit world from which they sprang have been part of Irish culture
for 1,300 years.

But when Irish emigrants to the US carried leprechaun stories
across the Atlantic in the 1800s, their image became distorted,
O'Rahilly says.

“They became shorthand for Irish people — little people, small im-
age,” O'Rahilly said. “I felt leprechauns were getting an unfair press.”

In fact, O'Rahilly argues, the leprechaun embodies much that is
good about Irish people — playful and cunning, and prepared to
outwit you, without resorting to violence.

“There hasn’t been an Irish person who has visited so far who hasn't
said they had a story handed down through their family about a lep-
rechaun,” O'Rahilly said. (AFP)

I reland is hoping to reclaim the leprechaun from Hollywood with a
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Racegoers dressed as Leprechauns talk with bookmakers during St. Patrick’s Day
at the Cheltenham Festival on March 17, 2010. PHOTO: AFP
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1. tantalizingly /‘tentlazinly/ adv.

Z—2%5 (chal yi4 dian3) * BAZZM (ling4 ren2 zhao' ji2 deb)
Bl He was tantalizingly close to winning a gold medal.
(HBE—RETRIS TR <)

2.distort /dis‘tort/ v.
HED (niu3 qu1)

Bl It's alleged that the report deliberately distorted the truth.

BRPERSWSHBHSE )

3. outwit /auvtwit/ V.

ABTIBEB (yi3 zhi4 li4 sheng4 guod)

BI: Will outwitted his colleagues to secure a promotion.
(BREREHERS  BISH3IRE -)
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run riot
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If somebody or something is running riot it is out of control. According to the

article, Tom O'Rahilly let his creative energy run riot when designing the National
Leprechaun Museum.

Example: “The Lakers ran riot against the Hawks in last night's game.”
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