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Israell MP plans "‘popcorn law’ for movie munchers
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n Israeli lawmaker is hoping to butter up voters
Aand pass a law that would limit outrageous popcorn
prices at the movies.

Carmel Shama, from the governing Likud party, plans to
bring the “popcorn law” for a vote when parliament returns
from its Passover break next week, the Yediot Aharonot
newspaper reported last week.

“We have to put an end to this. The public should not
have to mortgage their houses for a soft drink and a
snack,” Shama told the paper.

A large box of popcorn usually sells for about USS$5
(NTS159) at theater concession stands, more than double
what it costs at a supermarket and 10 times more than it
would cost to make at home.

Shama said he had support from both the government
and opposition lawmakers for the move that would put lim-
its on what theaters and other public entertainment venues,

TODAY'S WORDS

Enur—-—»
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like sports stadiums, could charge to captive audiences.

However, cinema owners slammed the move, saying it
was a populist measure that ignored the free market.

Yaacov Cohen, the owner of one of Israel’s largest theater
complexes, said owners made virtually no profit from ticket
sales and would be hard pressed to survive if food sales were
limited.

“It would destroy the entire industry,” he told Yediot.
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Bl Phil's parent's had to mortgage their house to pay off gambling debts.
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2. concession /kan’sefon/ n.
Si# (huo4 tan1)

Bl: We bought some chocolate from a roadside concession.

(HFIESENEREE 5 L1557 - )

3. captive /keptiv/ adj.
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Employees at a cinema in Beijing wait for customers on Jan. 21, 2010.
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LANGUAGE POINT
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butter up
SIS

You butter someone up if you treat them nicely in the hope of getting some spe-
cial treatment or a favor from them in the future. In the text, the usage has a double
meaning because popcorn is often served with butter.

Example: “Don’t think you'll be able to butter me up by buying me a few drinks.”

lbutter someone upl FLERR S EEFHIBTENSEIEIC - MEEANFRLEG -

RN PEEERR
BIal -

Bl: The school performance was carried out in front of a captive audience.
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