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Singing dog loves the garbage truck tune
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Hsiao-wo who loves to sing has fallen in love with the

garbage truck tune, The Maiden’s Prayer. As soon as
she hears the melody, she'll start singing with abandon and
charming onlookers. She already has a group of loyal fans
who will come to hear her sing.

Digital media student Chang Kai-juo has loved dogs since
she was a kid, and three months ago her father brought
home a three-month old poodle. Chang named it Hsiao-wo
— little snail — in the hope that it would be as calm and
quiet as a snail. Unexpectedly, Hsiao-wo was both consider-
ate and understanding of the ways of humans. She only pees
on the newspapers put out for her, and she'll shake paws
and sit when told to do so. She will go to sleep on the pillow
together with her mistress, and then she’ll sleep with all four
legs pointing to the ceiling and showing the whites of her
eyes. When her mistress puts on her makeup, she knows she
will soon be taken for a walk, and she’ll sit in a coffee shop for
five hours without complaining.

Chang likes music, and her room is always filled with differ-
ent genres of music from classical to blues, rock and modern
music, so Hsiao-wo is growing up listening to music. About
a month ago, when Chang was carrying Hsiao-wo on her
bicycle, they happened upon the garbage truck and Hsiao-
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1. melody /melady n.
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Bl: 1 noticed Tim sitting by the lake humming the melody from a popular TV show.
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2.onlooker /‘an,luka/ n.
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Bl: A few dozen onlookers turned up to watch the afternoon performance.
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wo unexpectedly began to bark along with the music. Her
barking, which was sometimes loud and sometimes more
subdued, caused an embarrassed Chang to cover Hsiao-
wo’s mouth and quickly sneak away. After her escape, she
ran into another garbage truck, and Hsiao-wo once again
started singing to her heart’s content.

To test whether or not Hsiao-wo really understood music,
Chang played a mix of different kinds of music including the
song Sorry, Sorry, Beethoven'’s Fifth Symphony, and a piano
version of The Maiden’s Prayer. At first Hsiao-wo lay on the
bed without moving, but as soon as she heard The Maiden’s
Prayer, she started barking along and looked quite funny.
Every time she repeated the test, the result was the same.

A jealous Chang said that these days many of her friends
that come over are not looking for her but have been taken
in by Hsiao-wo's performance. She’'ll put on a performance at
least once a day and is winning an increasing number of fans.
Chang'’s friends now like to call Hsiao-wo the Singing Dog.
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Top left: Hsiao-wo puts on a performance as she sings along to The
Maiden’s Prayer on Feb. 27.
Top right: Chang Kai-juo and Hsia-wo pose for a picture on Feb. 27.
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4, sneak /snik/ v.
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fl: For some reason, the fans were very subdued this morning.
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Bl: Sometimes Lisa would sneak out of class early to meet her friends.




