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Thousands of toxic toads netted in Australia
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Australia’s northeast so they can be converted into
fertilizer for farmers, an organizer of the second an-
nual round-up said Sunday.

Toad Day Out's Lisa Ahrens said she was hopeful that
10,000 of the loathsome animals — the equivalent of one
tonne of toads — had been captured and killed in the
Queensland initiative.

“I'm hoping we did,” she told AFP from the northern city
of Cairns.

The cane toad, which carries a poisonous sac of venom on
the back of its head toxic enough to kill snakes and croco-
diles, is regarded as a noxious pest in Australia because it
wreaks havoc on the environment.

Ahrens said Australians had little time for the warty
amphibian which is known to kill domesticated pets and
had no problems collecting the animals so they could be
killed humanely.

“They just take over anything. They are quite industrious,”
she said of the toads. “They are an introduced species and

Thousands of toxic cane toads have been captured in
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they need to be out.”

Residents were asked to collect the toads, which come
out at night, on Saturday evening and then place them in-
plastic bags in their refrigerators. They were then, still alive,
assessed as cane toads by organisers on Sunday.

The toads were then killed humanely in freezers with their
bodies to be used in the most part to create fertilizer for the
cane farmers which have battled them for decades.

Australia is beset by millions of cane toads after they
were introduced to control scarab beetles in the 1930s. (AFP)
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Bl: The crops were grown without using any artificial fertilizers.
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Bl Firefighters are investigating reports that a noxious gas has been released in the

neighborhood.
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A giant 18.4cm long cane toad which welghed in at more than haIf a
kilo, five times the average weight of a toad, is measured as hundreds
of cane toads are brought in by locals to the second annual Toad Day
Out collection event in Cairns, Australia, on March 28, 2010. PHOTO: EPA
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have little time for
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If you have little or no time for something, you dislike it. According to the article,
most Australians have little time for cane toads.

Example: “Personally | have very little time for people who refuse to queue up

properly at the train station.”
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BI: The negotiations have been beset with problems from the outset.
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