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Sansia Tsu-shih Temple — a temple of birds
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the restoration of the Tsu-shih Temple in

Sansia in Taipei County. Not only has it been
called a hall of eastern art, it is also a temple of
birds that any ornithologist visiting Taiwan must
visit. In a survey by the Taiwan International Bird-
ing Association five years ago, the carvings inside
the temple included more than 1,000 birds of 106
different kinds. Of these, seven kinds are unique
to Taiwan. Thanks to the Internet and the spread
of photographs, the Tsu-shih Temple is now the
world’s best known “Temple of birds.”

Simon Liao, president of the Taiwan Interna-
tional Birding Association, said most visitors to the
temple focus on the carvings. When Liao and a
Canadian friend visited five years ago, they discov-
ered that most carvings in the temple were stone
carvings of birds, creating a breathtaking impres-
sion of a flock of thousands of birds.

Liao and some of his foreign friends spent five
months taking pictures of the more than 1,000
stone bird carvings in the temple, archiving them
and then checking the species one by the one. In
the end they had confirmed 106 different kinds
of bird, including Formosan Blue Magpie, Taiwan
Whistling Thrush, Taiwan Firecrest, Taiwan Bush-
warbler, White-eared Sibia, and Formosan Laugh-
ing Thrush, which all are unique to Taiwan.

Liao said expert evaluations showed that the

The artist Li Mei-shu (1902-1983) supervised

bird species represented in the Tsu-shih temple
carvings were very realistic. He believes Li Mei-
shu was not only an artist, but also an early bird
lover. These works of art represent a record of rare
bird species, and are a reflection of environmental
conservation.

Liao later found one of Li’s sons, Li Ching-kuang,
who heads the Li Mei-shu Memorial Gallery, and
told him of this. Unexpectedly, Li Ching-kuang told
him that while he was still alive, his father had said
that someone some day would find the reason for
restoring the Tsu-shih temple. Late last year, the
memorial gallery cooperated with the Taiwan In-
ternational Birding Association on the publication
of a pictorial book that gave an introduction to and
explanation of the Tsu-shih Temple from an artis-
tic, a literary and an environmental perspective.

Liao revealed that foreign guide books recom-
mend the temple, saying that it is one Taiwanese
temple most worthy of a visit, and that the Tour-
ism Bureau has assisted in the publication of a
pictorial book showing the different bird species
represented in the stone carvings. That book was
published in English, Japanese and Chinese ver-
sions, and every copy was quickly snapped up
by foreign bird lovers. Liao said that if someone
were willing to put up the money for a reprint, the
association would be happy to provide the copy-
right. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY PERRY SVENSSON)
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1.carving /karviy n.
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Bl: Mom returned from the market with an elegant wood carving of an

elephant.
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2.realistic /ria’listik/  adj.
@B (bi1 zhent de5) » IREBY (xian4 shi2 de5)

Bl: The novel gives a realistic depiction of events during the Opium Wars.
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3. copyright /kapyrait/ n.

1 (ban3 quan2)

Bl The newspaper denies breaching the author’s copyright.
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Top left: Visitors to the Tsu-shih Temple in Sansia admire the many carvings in the temple, which is also known as the “temple of
birds.”

Above: Some of the many stone carvings of birds that members of the Taiwan International Birding Association saw when they visited

the Tsu-shih Temple five years ago. PHOTO: TSAI WEI-CHI, LIBERTY TIMES
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If you snap something up, you buy it as soon as it goes on sale. According to the
article, the pictorial books were snapped up as soon as they hit the market.

Example: “Fans snapped up the World Series tickets as soon as they went on
sale.”
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