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US lawmakers wowed by Japan's bullet trains
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Japan'’s sleek bullet trains, with one congressman
saying he felt like he was in a videogame.

At a congressional hearing, Representative Don Man-
zullo said he took the ultra-fast train from the central city
of Nagoya, where he visited Toyota Motor Corp and other
companies, to Tokyo.

“I got to sit right up in front,” the lllinois Republican said
of his trip two years ago.

“It was almost like a videogame,” he added. “You have to
try that sometime.”

Eni Faleomavaega, who heads the House Foreign Affairs
subcommittee on Asia, contrasted Japan’s trains with the
US’ own troubled network.

“The fact of the matter is Japan is about 100 years in
advance as far as mass transit system compared with ours,”
said Faleomavaega, a Democrat who represents American
Samoa.

“They were able to have trains that can go up to speeds
of 125 miles (200km) an hour some 50 years ago. And what
are we doing?”

U S lawmakers voiced awe last week at taking a ride on

TODAY'S WORDS

But Representative Ed Royce, a Republican from car-lov-
ing southern California, begged to differ, saying that
public transport was “very rational” for Japan but not neces-
sarily for the US.

“Japan’s population, its density, its geography, make it
entirely different when discussing public transportation
than with respect to the United States,” Royce said.

“We look at economic merit when addressing
infrastructure.”

President Barack Obama in January unveiled US$8 billion
in economic stimulus money aimed at building high-speed
rail networks in the US. (AFP)
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A file photo provided by Japan Railway and released on Nov. 28, 1997
shows the 500 series Shinkansen bullet train near Tokyo.  PHOTO: AFP
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#: The apartment was decked out with sleek modern furniture.

(RBREEME I MIPSAHIRARE )

2. merit /mert/ n.
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Bl: Despite having little artistic merit, the movie did very well at the box office.
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If you beg to differ with someone, you disagree with them. According to the
article, Ed Royce begged to differ with the idea that the US should copy Japan’s

transport system.

work.”

Example: “I'm afraid | must beg to differ because | don’t think your proposal will
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fll: The treasury’s fiscal stimulus package is intended to revitalize the economy. B9 . TRIBEERIRSK - BARIARAIMYIES TSR -
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