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Liars have nowhere to hide on the new "honest chair
BAVGARE Sl R

ecutors’ Office has purchased the latest “polygraph

chair,” the like of which has never been seen before
in Taiwan. With sophisticated hidden sensors, the chair
can sense body movements in order to prevent polygraph
test-takers manipulating the results by covertly exerting
strength, twisting their bottoms, or stretching their legs.
Any slight moves made to affect test results on purpose
cannot escape from its sensors.

According to Lee Chin-ming, a lie-detector examiner at
the center, the extremely sensitive chair isn’t designed for
honest test-takers. Since it specifically targets dishonest
test-takers who attempt to cheat, it has become known as
the “honest chair.”

Lee said that lie detection is conducted through thoracic
and abdominal respiration, sweating, and heart rate in or-
der to examine a test-taker’s psychological reactions.

In the past, a sensor pad was placed under a test-taker’s
seat, but it could merely detect whether he twisted his bot-
tom or not, and the sensor area was relatively small. If he
moved his arms, legs, or other body parts, he might have

The polygraph center of the Taichung District Pros-

1.sensor /'sensav/ n.
RAFESS (gan3 ying4 qi4)

$l: The room is filled with movement sensors to detect intruders.

(BAZIEREEMARITANREVEMERRIESS )

2. covertly /kavatly adv.
AIEIRIEHD (tou1 toul mol mo1 des)
Bl: From our vantage point, we were able to covertly observe the #l: The painting was rendered worthless after the fire.

demonstrators.
(FEPIUBEFRIBDERTES © )

been able to avoid the examiner’s monitoring and affect
the test results.

Lee said that his center has imported a complete work-
ing model of the latest polygraph chair to Taiwan, and that
examiners are notified immediately if the test-taker makes
any improper movements to manipulate the results.

There are many tricks available online that purportedly
teach test-takers how to cheat a polygraph test. The sites
claim that sticking out a buttock, changing seats, exerting
force on the arms, thighs and calves, or consciously control-
ling heartbeat and pulse rate, can make it difficult for exam-
iners to interpret test results, rendering the test useless
for investigators. (LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY EDDY CHANG)
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A man sits in the new polygraph chair at the Taichung District Pros-
ecutors’ Office. PHOTO: YANG CHENG-CHUN, LIBERTY TIMES
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3. purportedly /p3‘portidly/ adv.
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Bl: Marcus is purportedly the smartest person in his class.




