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Bulgarian media launch “favorite pothole campaigns
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against the country’s potholed streets, urging a dis-
gruntled public to photograph and name the worst
craters they could find.

The station PRO.BG said viewers could upload pictures
and assign names to their “favorite” potholes. The best of the
worst from each day would be shown on the evening news
broadcast.

Leading broadcaster bTV also urged people to send in pic-
tures and videos of especially monstrous potholes, which
the station would then put into a ranking.

Administrators of independent Web site www.dupka.net,
on which drivers share their bad experiences on the roads,
meanwhile sent Sofia’s mayor an angry complaint last week.

“The potholes, which we call ‘craters’, pose threats to the
lives of drivers and pedestrians, in addition to ruining the

Bulgarian media launched a humorous campaign
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vehicles,” the declaration read.

The protestors said low-quality and partial repair on the
holes were just “a means to siphon off money” as they did
not seem to do a lasting job.

Drivers in the central town of Veliko Tarnovo and the Black
Sea city of Varna have been up in arms about the issue and
gathered recently to shout “No to the potholes!”

A major demonstration on the same issue has been sched-
uled on March 22 in front of parliament. (AFP)
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Bl: Disgruntled staff assembled to complain about the impending closure.
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2. monstrous /‘manstras/ adj.
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Bl: The judge slammed the monstrous crime.
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3.siphon /sarfan/ v
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B Millions of dollars of aid were siphoned away from the people who need it.
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A close-up view of a pothole on a street in Niederzimmern, Germany,
on March 5, 2010. PHOTO: EPA
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People are up in arms about something if they are angry about it, or are demon-
strating about it. According to the article, Bulgarians have been up in arms about

the potholes.

Example: “The voters were up in arms about the proposed income tax increase.”
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