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Fridges talk to washing machines at high-tech fair

VKF

fridge that talks to your washing machine and a tel-
evision that instructs your dishwasher. It’s all possible

at CeBIT, the world’s top high-tech fair.

But the question is: what's the point?

“Well, for example, you could be sitting on your sofa in
your living room and you want to turn on your washing
machine,” said Christian Prause, a developer of the yet-to-be
finalized Hydra software.

“If your smartphone is equipped with our technology, you
can send a message to the washing machine to turn itself
on.”

“And if for whatever reason it doesn’t work, you can ask
your fridge to transmit the order to the washing machine,”
he added.

Prause said vacationers too need not lose any sleep
if they realise they leave home in haste.

“Imagine you are 200km away, on holiday, and you real-
ised you have forgotten to close your curtains.”

Not to worry. You can send a quick text message to your
curtain remote control. If that doesn’t work, you can always
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1. vacationer /va'kefona/ n.
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fi: A Dutch vacationer died after being stung by a jellyfish.
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2. haste /hest/ n.
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get your television or your radio to lend a hand.

The fruit of four years of research by 10 different part-
ners, including the German Fraunhofer Institute, the Hydra
project is financially supported by the European Union.

Hydra “saves you time, energy and hassle,” Prause in-
sisted. With a bit of luck, “such a system could perhaps even-
tually appear in the shops.” (AFP)
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From left to right, German Chancellor Angela Merkel, Spanish Prime
Minister Jose Luis Rodriguez Zapatero, Bill McDermott, one of two
chairmen of software company SAP and the Prime Minister of Lower
Saxony Christian Wulff at the CeBIT 2010 technology show at the
Congress Centre in Hanover, Germany, on March 1,2010.  PHOTO: EPA

AR-B (BZZ%) REREZEN - =8 ANFRERH - BS
i1 BEEEYW - BORRE  REAES (BEL ESR—IUE - £RER
B RTERHFRERENT - OFf  DREBEZEERSZDETH_
0—OF(eBITRIEE - BF : B

LANGUAGE POINT

E2hH8

lose sleep over
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If you lose sleep over something, you worry about it a lot. This expression is often

used in the negative.

Example: “l won’t lose any sleep over Ralph’s ridiculous accusations.”

Bl In our haste to finish the assignment, we made a lot of mistakes.
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3.hassle /hasl/ n.
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Bl: Traveling by air may be fast, but | don't think it's worth the hassle.
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