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Air stewardess cutouts popular with passengers and thieves

ARG 220l R T

he cardboard cutouts of Taiwanese airline steward-
esses are very popular with passengers and thieves
alike.

Cardboard cutout stewardesses can usually be found
at airports and major travel agencies. Travelers often take
pictures with the cardboard cutouts and if they happen to
see the stewardess on their flight, they get excited, as if they
have spotted a celebrity.

Huang Shu-hsiang, a stewardess who posed for photo-
graphs for cardboard cutouts for TransAsia Airways with
fellow stewardess Shen Pei-hong last year said that she felt
shy in the beginning when customers would ask if she was
the same person as in the cutouts, but now she is used to the
attention and the curious looks, and sometimes even jokes
with passengers about it.

30-year-old Huang sometimes changes her hairstyle and
asks customers, “Do you think this is me?” She gets them to
make a guess and if they guess right, she tells them, “You've
got good eyesight.” She has even been known to ask cus-
tomers, “Who is prettier? Her or me?”

A lot of young travelers have asked to take photos with
her and she says, “I feel happy when | hear our customers
say that they want to take the photos away and show off to
their friends.”

Hsiao Ju-ping, 31, and Lin Yi-ching, 27, who featured in
China Airlines cardboard cutouts, both have sweet smiles
and have filmed advertisements with model Lin Chi-ling.

They have had a lot of exposure over the last three years
and have been the subject of online discussions, attracting
gossip and causing a few debates. For example, Lin was criti-
cized for praising Eva Airways on her personal blog, which
upset her for a while and she is still on a leave of absence
without pay as a result.

China Airlines says that the cardboard cutout steward-
esses have been very popular and that they make more than
1,000 of them at time and distribute them to their counters
at airports around the world. The cutouts have been stolen
before and people have even made direct requests for them,
but because they are strictly for advertising, they cannot be
given away.

Eva Airways is very protective of You Juo-ping, who is
about 30 years old and adorns its cardboard cutouts. Four
years ago, a flight was delayed when a passenger lingered
too long to look at her. Eva Airways has tried to remain low-
key and has reduced the number of cutouts it produces. The
company says that it has been using the cardboard cutout
stewardesses for more than five years now but it does not
like to emphasise the personal affairs of its stewardesses.

(LIBERTY TIMES, TRANSLATED BY DREW CAMERON)
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Cardboard cutouts of stewardesses from Eva Air, left, and China Air-
lines. PHOTOS: CHU PEI-HSIUNG, LIBERTY TIMES
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