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Police: Reverse parking saves fuel and prevents theft
HLGFRA S

hy do people back into parking spaces? While
Wmany car owners do, they don't know the reason-

ing behind this practice. A representative of the
Hsinchu City traffic police division said the practice both
saves on gasoline and prevents theft, and it was something
drivers could consider.

Chien Hua-ming, chief of traffic police at the Hsinchu City
police force, said the advantages are that it is easier to get
the car started, it prevents theft, and it saves on gasoline.
He said police regulations have always required that officers
back into parking spaces because if an emergency occurs, it
will allow for the fastest start.

Conversely, if you have to back out of the parking space,
there will frequently be blind spots, so that drivers could
easily back into other cars entering the parking lot. By com-
parison, it saves both time and gasoline to back into the
parking space or garage when parking the car.

Criminal investigation team leader Chiang Shou-ting,
who previously served on the freeway patrol, said that
backing into a parking space also affects fuel consumption.
When the engine is turned on, it cools down, and if the car
was driven straight into the parking space, it will be neces-
sary to back out. Now, putting a cold engine in reverse is
the maneuver that requires the highest fuel consump-
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Bl: The pllot performed a skilled maneuver to avert a collision.
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tion. That means that backing into a parking space when
the car engine is still warm means that when you leave, the
engine will slowly be warmed up, and that will save on fuel
consumption.

In addition, the most important reason for backing into a
parking space is that it will help prevent theft. These days,
many cars are equipped with GPS systems, TVs and high
quality sound systems and safety bags. These valuables
are all coveted by thieves. If the car is backed into the park-
ing space, people and cars moving around the parking lot
will be able to see what goes on in the car. Thieves are likely
to give such cars a wide berth.

Many drivers don’t know why they should back into a
parking space, and will hurry to drive straight into an empty
space. It may be convenient, but according to police, there
are many more advantages to backing into a parking space.
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Cars are backed into parking spaces in a parking lot in Hsinchu County
on Dec. 31 last year. PHOTO: TSAI CHANG-SHENG, LIBERTY TIMES
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give a wide berth

If you give somebody a wide berth you avoid them or keep a reasonable distance
from them. According to the article, thieves are more likely to give a wide berth to
cars that are reverse parked.

Bl: Our vehicles are equipped with the latest devices for driving in extreme

conditions.

(FPIVERMEBERATERE @ TRIGRHBEER MEOEZEER - )

3.valuable /'valjusbl/ n.
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fl: Don't leave your valuables in the hotel room.
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